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Preface

The National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO) conducts socio-economic surveys
covering various subjects on regular basis. Subjects are selected keeping in view their
importance. As part of the NSS 61st round during the period July 2004 - June 2005, the
Household Consumer Expenditure survey was conducted on large sample basis and this
was the seventh quinquennial survey on the subject.

The report is one of a series of seven reports to be brought out on the basis of the
data collected through the survey. Reports already published include Level and Pattern of
Consumer Expenditure (N0.508), Household Consumption of Various Goods and Services in India
(No0.509), Energy Sources of Indian Households for Cooking and Lighting (No.511), Perceived
Adequacy of Food Consumption in Indian Households (No0.512) and Nutritional Intake in India
(No.513). This report contains the information on access of the population to the public
distribution system in India as shown by percentages of households possessing ration cards of
different kinds among households of different social groups, occupational types and other
socio-economic categories. For four commodities - rice, wheat/atta, sugar and kerosene, the
extent of consumption from PDS during a 30-day reference period is presented in detail, with
special attention to households holding Antyodaya or BPL ration cards. Proportions of
households of different socio-economic categories benefiting from four food assistance
schemes of the Government - Food for Work, Annapoorna, Integrated Child Development
Scheme and Midday Meal - are also examined. In addition, for each item of food and fuel, the
contribution of different sources of consumption such as purchase, home produce, free
collection, etc., to total household consumption is presented. All estimates are provided
separately for rural and urban sectors of each State and Union Territory.

Chapter One of the report serves as the introduction. Chapter Two explains the
concepts and definitions used in the survey. Chapter Three gives the main findings of the
survey. Detailed tables at the State/UT and all-India level are given in Appendix A, while
the sample design and the estimation procedure are explained in Appendix B. A facsimile of
the schedule used for data collection is given as Appendix C. The report has been divided
into two volumes.

Tasks like development of sampling design and survey instruments, and preparation
of the report, were undertaken by the Survey Design and Research Division of the NSSO.
The field work was handled by the Field Operations Division and the data processing and
table generation was taken up by the Data Processing Division. The Coordination and
Publication Division was responsible for overall coordination of all activities of NSSO,
including the data dissemination and release of the reports. The Chairman and Members of
the then Governing Council of NSSO, along with the Chairman and Members of the
Working Group set up for this round, provided the technical directions and guidance at
every stage of the survey. | am grateful to all of them.

The report, | hope, will be useful to planners, policy makers and researchers.
Comments and suggestions are most welcome.

P.K. Ray
New Delhi Director General & Chief Executive Officer (1/C)
June 2007 National Sample Survey Organisation
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