A Note for the Users of Unit Level Data: Comprehensive Annual Modular Survey

The National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) conducted the ‘Comprehensive Annual Modular Survey (CAMS)’ in its 79th Round from July 2022 to June 2023. The survey aimed to collect data on various indicators related to education, health, assets, transport facilities etc. from randomly selected households.

Like all other NSS surveys, in this survey too, there has been provision to collect information on household characteristics e.g., social group, religion, household type etc. along with demographic particulars of household members, namely, age, marital status etc. The purpose of gathering information on these auxiliary variables is to validate variables of interest and not to generate any estimates on these auxiliary variables. Further, data related to these auxiliary variables were recorded as reported by the respondent and not verified with any administrative record(s). Hence, the users of the unit-level data are advised not to use this information for estimating indicators corresponding to these auxiliary variables, because such an exercise may result in misleading and inappropriate conclusions.

Further, to arrive at the total expenditure incurred by the household on account of health, the survey has collected expenditure at disaggregated level by various components of expenditure such as: (i) package component and (ii) non-package component (doctor’s fee, medicine, diagnostic test, bed charges, other medical expenses, transport expenses). Quite often, it was found that households had difficulties in reporting break-ups of the total expenditure incurred. In many such cases, the total expenditure incurred for availing hospitalized treatment had been reported against package components, although there is a possibility that some of these might not have been availed as a package. Thus, some proportion of the package component might include expenditure for treatment taken under non-package component. It may also be noted that the information was recorded as reported by the household and had not been verified/cross-checked with any records or documents. Accordingly, users of the unit-level data are advised not to make use of the component-wise expenditure for the estimation of any indicators, as such an exercise may lead to misleading and inappropriate conclusions.

Also, when interpreting survey the results, it is essential to account for the Relative Standard Error (RSE) associated with the estimates. It should be noted that the survey was not specifically designed to capture infrequent events, such as the performance of advanced skills like coding for software development or modification. Therefore, when analyzing and interpreting the data, special attention must be given to the limited sample sizes of specific indicators or domains, particularly in smaller states or union territories. Furthermore, it is crucial to recognize that the survey-based estimated totals are intended exclusively for the calculation of rates and ratios. Using these estimated totals to derive absolute figures, such as population estimates, from unit-level data is not recommended.

It is to be noted that the unit-level data mainly contains those fields which are essential for the computation of indicators as published in the report (NSS Report No 590). Readers are requested to refer the report while using the data. However, the set of documents released along with unit-level data also contains the whole instruction manual (Vol I) of NSS 79th round, Instruction manual Vol II (Listing and CAMS schedule) covering survey coverage, concepts etc. used in the survey.     
