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Preface

The National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO) conducts socio-economic surveys 
covering various subjects on regular basis. Subjects are selected keeping in view their 
importance. As part of the NSS 61st round during the period July 2004 � June 2005, the 
Household Consumer Expenditure survey was conducted on large sample basis and this 
was the seventh quinquennial survey on the subject. 

The report is one of a series of seven reports to be brought out on the basis of the 
data collected through the survey. Reports already published include Level and Pattern of 
Consumer Expenditure (No.508), Household Consumption of Various Goods and Services in India 
(No.509), Energy Sources of Indian Households for Cooking and Lighting (No.511), Perceived 
Adequacy of Food Consumption in Indian Households (No.512) and Nutritional Intake in India 
(No.513).  This report contains the information on access of the population to the public 
distribution system in India as shown by percentages of households possessing ration cards of 
different kinds among households of different social groups, occupational types and other 
socio-economic categories. For four commodities - rice, wheat/atta, sugar and kerosene, the 
extent of consumption from PDS during a 30-day reference period is presented in detail, with 
special attention to households holding Antyodaya or BPL ration cards. Proportions of 
households of different socio-economic categories benefiting from four food assistance 
schemes of the Government � Food for Work, Annapoorna, Integrated Child Development 
Scheme and Midday Meal � are also examined. In addition, for each item of food and fuel, the 
contribution of different sources of consumption such as purchase, home produce, free 
collection, etc., to total household consumption is presented. All estimates are provided 
separately for rural and urban sectors of each State and Union Territory.  

Chapter One of the report serves as the introduction. Chapter Two explains the 
concepts and definitions used in the survey. Chapter Three gives the main findings of the 
survey. Detailed tables at the State/UT and all-India level are given in Appendix A, while 
the sample design and the estimation procedure are explained in Appendix B. A facsimile of 
the schedule used for data collection is given as Appendix C. The report has been divided 
into two volumes.  

Tasks like development of sampling design and survey instruments, and preparation 
of the report, were undertaken by the Survey Design and Research Division of the NSSO. 
The field work was handled by the Field Operations Division and the data processing and 
table generation was taken up by the Data Processing Division. The Coordination and 
Publication Division was responsible for overall coordination of all activities of NSSO, 
including the data dissemination and release of the reports. The Chairman and Members of 
the then Governing Council of NSSO, along with the Chairman and Members of the 
Working Group set up for this round, provided the technical directions and guidance at 
every stage of the survey. I am grateful to all of them. 

The report, I hope, will be useful to planners, policy makers and researchers. 
Comments and suggestions are most welcome. 
 
 
                                P.K. Ray 
New Delhi                Director General & Chief Executive Officer (I/C) 
June 2007                          National Sample Survey Organisation 
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Highlights

A sample of 79298 rural households and 45346 urban households spread over the entire country was 
surveyed in the Consumer Expenditure Survey of the 61st round of NSS (the seventh of the 
quinquennial series), carried out in 2004-05. Based on this data, this report analyses the public 
distribution system (PDS) and other sources of household consumption as also beneficiary households 
of four food assistance schemes of the Government of India, namely, Food for Work, Annapoorna, 
Integrated Child Development Scheme and Midday Meal Scheme. 
 
 

HOLDING OF RATION CARDS BY HOUSEHOLDS 
 Ration cards were held by 81% of rural households and 67% of urban households. 

[B]elow [P]overty [L]ine (BPL) cards were held by 26.5% of rural households and 10.5% of 
urban households. Antyodaya card holders formed less than 3% of rural households and 
less than 1% of urban households.  

 In Andhra Pradesh, the proportion of BPL-card-holding households (rural: 54%; urban: 
27%) was more than double the national average. The proportion of BPL card holders was 
above 40% in rural areas of Karnataka and Orissa as well. In urban Kerala, nearly 20% of 
households had BPL cards. 

 In rural areas BPL cards were held by 43% of �agricultural labour� households and 
32% of �other labour� households. 

 In rural India BPL cards were held by 40% of Scheduled Tribe (ST) households, 35% of 
Scheduled Caste (SC) households, about 25% of Other Backward Classes (OBC) households, 
and 17% of the remaining households. In urban areas, however, it was the Scheduled Castes 
which had the highest percentage (17%) of households holding BPL cards, while ST and 
OBC households had about 14% each. 

 As many as 51% of rural households possessing less than 0.01 hectares of land had no 
ration card at all, while in all other size classes 77-86% households held a ration card of some 
type. In respect of ration cards meant for the poor, the class possessing �0.01-0.40 hectares� 
was the one with the highest proportion of cards for both BPL (32%) and Antyodaya (4%). 

 Among the top 5% of rural population ranked by monthly per capita expenditure 
(MPCE), an estimated 11% of households held BPL ration cards. Among the next 5% of rural 
population, 14% of households held BPL cards, and among the next 10% of rural population, 
18% of households held BPL ration cards. 
 
CONSUMPTION OF RICE, WHEAT, SUGAR AND KEROSENE FROM PDS 

 The major State where consumption of rice from PDS was most common was Tamil 
Nadu (rural: 79% households consuming from PDS; urban: 48%), followed by Andhra 
Pradesh (rural: 62%; urban: 31%), Karnataka (rural: 59%; urban: 21%) and Kerala (rural: 35%; 
urban: 23%). Even in Gujarat and Maharashtra, where rice is not the  major cereal food, 32% 
and 28% households, respectively, consumed PDS rice. On the other hand, PDS rice was 
consumed by only a small proportion of households in West Bengal (rural: 13%; urban: 5%), 
Assam (rural: 9%; urban: 2%) and Bihar (rural: 1%; urban: 0.7%), though rice is the major 
cereal food in these States. 
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PDS consumption of wheat/atta was most common in Karnataka (rural: 46%; urban: 
15%), rural areas of Gujarat (29%) and Maharashtra (26%), and in Madhya Pradesh (rural: 
20%; urban: 10%). 

As in case of rice, PDS consumption of sugar, too, was most prevalent in Tamil Nadu 
(rural: 65% households; urban: 64%), followed by Assam (rural: 40%; urban: 16%) and 
Andhra Pradesh (rural: 36%; urban: 15%). On the other hand, in both rural and urban areas, 
fewer than 1% households consumed PDS sugar in Punjab, Haryana, Bihar and Jharkhand, 
and fewer than 2% in Orissa and Uttar Pradesh. The all-India proportions of households 
were 16% for rural areas and 12% for urban. 

Over 55% of rural households used PDS kerosene in all major States except Punjab 
and Haryana. Use of PDS kerosene was most common in West Bengal for both rural areas 
(91%) and urban areas (60%).  

Among the four commodities, kerosene had a much larger share of quantity of 
consumption coming from PDS � 77% for rural and 57% for urban India. For rice the share of 
PDS in total quantity consumed was 13% for rural and 11% for urban; for wheat it was 7% 
for rural and 4% for urban, and for sugar, 9½% for rural and about 6½% for urban India. 

Households holding a BPL or Antyodaya ration card exhibited a much greater 
degree of dependence on PDS than the population as a whole. This was most marked in case 
of wheat, where, for both rural and urban areas, as much as 28% of quantity consumed by 
such households came from PDS compared to 7% for the rural population as a whole and 
4% for the overall urban population. For rice and sugar, the percentage contribution of PDS 
purchases to total consumption (in quantity terms) for these households was double the 
percentage share of PDS in consumption of the general population in rural areas and three 
times the percentage share of PDS for the general population in urban areas. 

BENEFITS FROM FOOD ASSISTANCE SCHEMES 
 The Midday Meal scheme benefited children from an estimated 22.8% of rural 

households in 2004-05, the Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS) benefited 5.7% of 
rural households, the Food-for-Work Scheme, only 2.7%, and the Annapoorna scheme for 
the elderly, 0.9%. In urban India, while children from 8% of households benefited from the 
Midday Meal scheme, and the ICDS scheme benefited 1.8% households, only 0.2% urban 
households benefited from Annapoorna, and only 0.1% from Food for Work. 

 Among household occupational types in rural India, the (mostly manual) labour 
households � �agricultural labour� and �other labour� � had the highest proportions of 
households benefiting from each of the four schemes. Similarly, in urban India, �casual 
labour� households had the highest proportions of beneficiary households from each of the 
four schemes.  

 Among social groups, the Scheduled Tribes had the highest proportion of Food-for-
Work beneficiary households in both rural and urban India, and also the highest proportion 
of ICDS beneficiaries. 

 Rural households possessing more than 0.40 hectares of land had a higher 
representation among recipients of benefits from the schemes than households possessing 
0.40 hectares of land or less. The class of households possessing 0.41-1.00 hectares of land 
had the highest proportions of Food-for-Work and Midday Meal beneficiary households 
among six classes of rural households formed on the basis of size of land possessed. 
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 In each of the top four classes among 12 classes of rural households formed on the 
basis of monthly per capita expenditure level (MPCE), 2-4% of households were ICDS 
beneficiaries. 

 The Midday Meal scheme benefited over 10% of rural households in most State/UTs 
(between 18% and 33%in 12 major States). 

Among the major States, the highest proportions of (rural) Food for Work 
beneficiaries were found in Rajasthan (12%) and Orissa (8%). 
 
CONSUMPTION FROM HOME PRODUCE 

 As much as 62% of quantity of milk consumed in rural India came from home 
produce compared to 40% for wheat/atta, 30% for rice, and 11-18% for seven common pulse 
varieties. For eggs, 14% of consumption, and, for chicken, 13%, came from home-grown 
stock. 

 Among common vegetables and fruits, home produce was most important in case of 
coconuts (37% of quantity consumed in rural India), reported by as many as 28% of rural 
households. For arum and pumpkin, about a quarter of rural consumption came from home-
grown stock. 
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Chapter One 
 

Introduction 
 
 
1.0.1 This is a report on some aspects of household consumption in India based on a 
nationwide sample survey of the National Sample Survey Organisation.  
 
1.0.2  The NSSO conducts regular consumer expenditure surveys as part of its �rounds�, 
each round normally of a year�s duration and covering more than one subject of study. The 
surveys are conducted through household interviews, using a random sample of households 
covering practically the entire geographical area of the country. The present report is based 
on data collected through the 61st round of NSS (July 2004-June 2005). It is the third report of 
the consumer expenditure survey of that round. 
 
1.0.3   Nowadays every round of NSS includes a consumer expenditure survey (CES), giving 
rise to an annual series of consumption data. Every 5 years or so, a larger-than-usual-scale 
CES is conducted as the main enquiry of a round. This gives rise to a �quinquennial series� 
of CES�s. The sixth quinquennial CES was conducted in 1999-2000 in the 55th round of NSS 
and the 61st round CES is the seventh. 
 
1.0.4  The household consumer expenditure schedule used for the survey, besides collecting 
information on quantity and value of household consumption during a specified reference 
period, also recorded some other household particulars. These included household 
characteristics such as household industry and occupation, social group, occupational type 
and land possessed, and particulars of each household member including age, sex and 
educational level. Among the questions asked for the household as a whole were: whether 
the household possessed a ration card and, if so, what kind (BPL/Antyodaya/other).  
 
1.0.5  Contents of the present report: The present report covers a number of aspects of 
household consumption which can broadly be clubbed under the heading of �source of 
consumption�. The sources of consumption considered here are: (a) food assistance schemes 
of the Government such as Food for Work, Annapoorna, or Midday Meal; (b) purchase from 
Public Distribution System (PDS); (c) purchase from other sources; (d) home produce; (e) free 
collection, wages in kind, gifts, etc. 
 
1.0.6   The report does not, however, give the break-up of consumption of any item by source 
in the above sense, except for the break-up of consumption of certain commodities into 
consumption from PDS and consumption from other sources. The report presents: 

(i) the estimated proportions of households which received any benefit during the 
past one year from four food assistance schemes: Food for Work, Annapoorna, 
Integrated Child Development Scheme, and Midday Meal; 

(ii) the estimated break-up of households (per 1000 households) by type of ration card 
possessed: Antyodaya, BPL, other card, none; 

(iii) for each item of consumption, the estimated proportions of households using 
different sources of consumption: purchase, home produce, free collection, gifts, 
etc.; 

(iv) for each item of consumption, the estimated proportion of quantity and value of 
consumption in rural areas coming from home produce; 
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(v) for rice, wheat/atta, sugar and kerosene, the estimated average monthly 
consumption per household (both quantity and value) from PDS and from other 
sources, separately for households in different monthly per capita expenditure 
classes, and separately for households holding Antyodaya/BPL ration cards; 

(vi) for rice, wheat/atta, sugar and kerosene, the estimated proportions of households 
that made any consumption from PDS during the past 30 days.  

 
1.0.7   All estimates are provided separately for rural and urban sectors of each State and 
Union Territory.  Estimates of the types (i) and (ii) are, further, presented separately for 
different occupational types of households, different social groups, different monthly per 
capita expenditure classes, and, for rural areas, for households in different size classes of land 
possessed. Estimates of types (v) and (vi) are provided separately for households in different 
monthly per capita expenditure classes. 
 
1.0.8  Appendix B gives details of the sample design and estimation procedure followed and 
Appendix C is a facsimile of the consumer expenditure schedule (�Schedule 1.0�) that was 
canvassed in the surveyed households. 
 
1.1  Some details of the survey 
 
1.1.1  Geographical coverage: The survey covered the whole of the Indian Union except (i) Leh 
(Ladakh) and Kargil districts of Jammu & Kashmir, (ii) interior villages of Nagaland situated 
beyond five kilometres of a bus route and (iii) villages in Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
which remain inaccessible throughout the year. 
 
1.1.2   Population coverage: The following rules were followed: 

1. Under-trial prisoners in jails and indoor patients of hospitals, nursing homes etc., 
were excluded, but the residential staff of these institutions were included. Convicted 
prisoners undergoing sentence were outside the coverage of the survey. 

2. Floating population, i.e., persons without any normal residence, was excluded. But 
persons residing in open space, roadside shelter, under a bridge, etc., more or less 
regularly in the same place, were covered. 

3. Foreign nationals were excluded, as well as their domestic servants, if by definition 
the latter belonged to the foreign national's household (see Chapter Two). A foreign 
national who had become an Indian citizen for all practical purposes was, however, 
covered.  

4. Persons residing in barracks of military and paramilitary forces (like police, BSF etc.) 
were kept outside the survey coverage. However, the civilian population residing in 
their neighbourhood, including the family quarters of service personnel, was 
covered. 

5. Orphanages, rescue homes, ashrams and vagrant houses were outside the survey 
coverage. However, the persons staying in old age homes, the students staying in 
ashram/hostels and the residential staff (other than monks/nuns) of these ashrams 
were covered. Although orphans living in orphanages were excluded, the persons 
looking after them and staying there were covered.  
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1.1.3   Sample size � first-stage units: As is usual in the regular NSS rounds, most States and 
Union Territories participated in the survey: a �State sample� was surveyed by State 
Government officials in addition to the �Central sample� surveyed by NSSO. For rural 
India, 8128 villages formed the Central sample for this round.  Of these, 7999 villages were 
ultimately surveyed.  In the urban sector, the allocation for the Central sample was 4660 
blocks, of which 4602 were surveyed. This report is based on the estimates obtained from the 
Central sample alone.  
 

Table P0: Number of villages/blocks allotted and surveyed for Schedule 1.0 and 
number of households and persons surveyed: Central sample 

no. of  
villages 

no. of  
urban blocks 

no. of 
sample households 

no. of 
sample persons State/UT 

allotted surveyed allotted surveyed rural urban rural urban 
   (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) 

Andhra Pradesh 556 556 308 307 5555 2876 22860 11835 
Arunachal Pradesh 156 156 60 60 1503 540 7731 2161 
Assam 340 335 92 90 3350 900 17582 3829 
Bihar 436 436 140 140 4354 1398 24298 7246 
Chhattisgarh 200 200 80 80 1997 799 10602 3692 

Delhi 8 8 120 120 59 1101 253 4708 
Goa 16 16 24 24 160 238 731 1028 
Gujarat 232 232 200 200 2320 1955 11592 9085 
Haryana 168 168 104 104 1680 1040 9293 4979 
Himachal Pradesh 216 216 40 40 2143 400 10261 1481 

Jammu & Kashmir 288 190 144 89 1882 884 10956 4373 
Jharkhand 240 239 104 104 2379 1040 12906 5084 
Karnataka 288 288 224 224 2880 2227 13955 9625 
Kerala 368 368 196 196 3300 1950 14427 8686 
Madhya Pradesh 384 384 208 208 3838 2075 21180 10616 

Maharashtra 504 504 504 504 5014 4993 24248 22721 
Manipur 220 220 100 100 2177 1000 11157 5063 
Meghalaya 116 116 44 44 1159 437 5785 2093 
Mizoram 80 80 112 112 800 1112 4170 5565 
Nagaland 96 96 32 32 960 320 5238 1578 

Orissa 384 384 120 120 3836 1187 18954 5404 
Punjab 244 244 188 188 2433 1855 12985 8865 
Rajasthan 356 356 164 164 3541 1630 20155 8125 
Sikkim 92 92 20 20 920 200 4206 680 
Tamil Nadu 416 416 416 416 4159 4137 16223 15620 

Tripura 176 176 56 56 1760 560 8025 2212 
Uttar Pradesh 792 792 336 336 7868 3345 47607 18387 
Uttaranchal 148 148 76 76 1465 750 7703 3395 
West Bengal 500 500 292 292 4988 2889 24361 12011 
A & N Islands 52 28 36 36 268 359 1215 1432 

Chandigarh 8 8 32 32 80 300 365 1136 
Dadra & N. Haveli 16 16 8 8 160 80 770 346 
Daman & Diu 8 8 8 8 80 80 400 354 
Lakshadweep 8 7 16 16 70 129 373 822 
Pondicherry 16 16 56 56 160 560 640 2292 

All India 8128 7999 4660 4602 79298 45346 403207 206529 
*Note that as many as 98 out of 129 allotted villages that could not be surveyed belonged to the disturbed areas of 
Jammu and Kashmir. 
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1.1.4   Table P0 shows the numbers of villages and urban blocks allotted for survey and 
actually surveyed, the numbers of rural and urban sample households in which the consumer 
expenditure schedule,  �Schedule 1.0�, was canvassed, and the corresponding numbers of 
sample persons covered. 
 
1.1.5  The household consumer expenditure schedule used for the survey collected 
information on quantity and value of household consumption with a reference period of last 
30 days preceding the date of interview.  To minimise recall errors, a very detailed item 
classification was, as usual, adopted to collect information. For items of clothing, footwear, 
and durable goods, data with a reference period of "last 365 days" was also collected.  The 
indicator of overall level of living of the household called MPCE (monthly per capita 
expenditure) used in preparing this report is built up using "last 30 days" data for all goods 
and services. 
 
1.1.6   The first report on consumer expenditure based on the 61st round survey1 released 
information on (a) distribution of households and persons over MPCE classes for each 
State/UT and all-India (b) averages (State/UT and all-India) of MPCE (c) break-up of these 
average values by important heads of consumption. The second report2 gave estimates of per 
capita consumption using a much more detailed item classification.   All average values were 
provided not only for the population as a whole but for 12 different groups of population 
demarcated by MPCE level. All the data were provided separately for rural and urban 
sectors. The present report is the third in this series. Three more reports of the consumer 
expenditure survey have, however, already been released, dealing, respectively, with energy 
used by households for cooking and lighting, perceived adequacy of food consumption, and 
nutritional intake measured from reported quantities of consumption of food items.   

                                                                         
1 NSS Report No.508: Level and Pattern of Consumer Expenditure, 2004-05
2 NSS Report No.509: Household Consumption of Various Goods and Services in India, 2004-05
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Chapter Two 
 

Concepts and Definitions 
 
 
2.1   Household:  A group of persons normally living together and taking food from a 
common kitchen constitutes a household.  The word "normally" means that temporary visitors 
are excluded but temporary stay-aways are included.  Thus, a son or daughter residing in a 
hostel for studies is excluded from the household of his/her parents, but a resident employee 
or resident domestic servant or paying guest (but not just a tenant in the house) is included in 
the employer/host's household. "Living together" is usually given more importance than 
"sharing food from a common kitchen" in drawing the boundaries of a household in case the 
two criteria are in conflict; however, in the special case of a person taking food with his family 
but sleeping elsewhere (say, in a shop or a different house) due to space shortage, the 
household formed by such a person's family members is taken to include the person also. Each 
inmate of a mess, hotel, boarding and lodging house, hostel, etc. is considered as a 
single-member household except that a family living in a hotel (say) is considered as one 
household only; the same applies to residential staff of such establishments. 
 
2.2   Adult:  A person who has completed 15 years of age. 
 
2.3    Household size: The size of a household is the total number of persons in the household. 
 
2.4   Household consumer expenditure: The expenditure incurred by a household on 
domestic consumption during the reference period is the household's consumer expenditure. 
Household consumer expenditure is the total of the monetary values of consumption of 
various groups of items, namely (i) food, pan (betel leaves), tobacco, intoxicants and fuel & 
light, (ii) clothing and footwear and (iii) all other goods and services, including durable 
articles. 
 
2.4.1   For groups (i) and (ii), the total value of consumption is derived by aggregating the 
monetary value of goods actually consumed during the reference period.  An item of clothing 
and footwear is considered as consumed at the moment when it is brought into maiden or first 
use.  The consumption may be out of (a) purchases made in cash or credit during the reference 
period or earlier; (b) home-grown stock; (c) receipts in exchange of goods and services; (d) any 
other receipt like gift, charity, borrowing and (e) free collection. Home produce is evaluated at 
the ex farm or ex factory rate. For evaluating the consumption of the items of group (iii), a 
different approach is followed.  In this case, the expenditure made during the reference period 
for the purchase or acquisition of goods and services is considered as consumption. However, 
for a few items of expenditure such as rent, telephone charges, consumer taxes and railway 
season tickets, expenditure during the month is recorded as the amount that was last paid 
divided by the number of months to which the payment related. 
 
2.4.2   It is pertinent to mention here that the consumer expenditure of a household on food 
items relates to the actual consumption by the members of the household and also by the 
guests during ceremonies or otherwise.  To avoid double counting, transfer payments like 
charity, loan advance, etc. made by the household are not considered as consumption for 
items of groups (i) and (ii), since transfer receipts of these items have been taken into account.  
However, the item "cooked meals" is an exception to this rule. Meals prepared in the 
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household kitchen and provided to the employees and/or others would automatically get 
included in domestic consumption of employer (payer) household.  There is a practical 
difficulty of estimating the quantities and values of individual items used for preparing the 
meals served to employees or others. Thus, to avoid double counting, cooked meals received 
as perquisites from employer household or as gift or charity are not recorded in the recipient 
household.  As a general principle, cooked meals purchased from the market for consumption 
of the members and for guests and employees will also be recorded in the purchaser 
household. 
 
2.4.3   This procedure of recording cooked meals served to others in the expenditure of the 
serving households leads to bias-free estimates of average per capita consumption as well as 
total consumer expenditure.  However, donors of free cooked meals are likely to be 
concentrated at the upper end of the per capita expenditure range and the corresponding 
recipients at the lower end of the same scale. Consequently, the derived nutrition intakes may 
get inflated for the rich (net donors) and understated for the poor (net recipients). This point 
has to be kept in mind while interpreting the NSS consumer expenditure data for studies 
relating to the nutritional status of households. 
 
2.5   Value of consumption: Consumption out of purchase is evaluated at the purchase price. 
Consumption out of home produce is evaluated at ex farm or ex factory rate. Value of 
consumption out of gifts, loans, free collections, and goods received in exchange of goods and 
services is imputed at the rate of average local retail prices prevailing during the reference 
period.  
 
2.6   Monthly per capita consumer expenditure (MPCE):  For a household, this is the total 
consumer expenditure over all items divided by its size and expressed on a per month (30 
days) basis. A person�s MPCE is understood as that of the household to which he or she 
belongs.  
 
2.7   Percentile class of MPCE: Some tables in Appendix A give estimates separately for 
households in twelve different ranges of MPCE, called MPCE classes. Because of the wider 
range of variation in MPCE in urban areas compared to rural areas, the MPCE class limits 
for the rural and urban tables have been chosen differently. The MPCE classes for the rural 
sector were, in fact, so formed that the first two and the last two classes each contained 
about 5% of the rural population according to the present (61st round) survey, and the 
remaining classes each contained about 10%. The classes for the urban sector were formed 
similarly. For this reason, the classes are sometimes referred to in Chapter Three as 
percentile classes of MPCE, and captions such as �0-5%�, �20-30%�, etc., are used in place of 
the class limits in rupees, which are used in the detailed tables of Appendix A. Thus the 
percentile class �10-20%� (or the �second decile group�) for rural India (say), denotes the 
group of households in rural India whose MPCE in 2004-05 exceeded the 10th percentile of 
the all-India distribution of rural population by MPCE but did not exceed the 20th percentile. 
Alternatively, the percentile class �10-20%� for rural India can be described as the 
households of rural India excluding the households forming the bottom 10% of the rural 
population and the top 80%, ranked by MPCE. 
 
2.8   Reference periods: The reference periods used for collection of consumption data for 
different groups of items are given in the table on the next page. Note that for the relatively 
infrequently purchased items in Category I, two estimates of aggregate or per capita 
consumption are possible, one based on �last 30 days� expenditure and the other on �last 
365 days� expenditure. In this report, �last 30 days� data on all items, that is, items of both 



Concepts and Definitions 

Volume I                  NSS Report No.510: Public Distribution System and Other Sources of Household Consumption, 2004-05

7

categories, I and II, have been used to build up the estimate of household MPCE (see above) 
used for classification of households. 

category item of consumption reference 
period 

I clothing,  footwear,  education, medical care 
(institutional)  and durable goods 

�last 30 days� 
and             

�last 365 days� 

II 

all other items (viz all food, pan, tobacco & 
intoxicants, fuel and light, miscellaneous 
goods and services including non-
institutional medical care, rents and taxes)  

 last 30 days 

 
2.9   Major States: This refers to the 17 States of India which had a population of 20 million 
or more according to the Census of 2001. The States are: Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Haryana, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Orissa, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal. 
Together, these States accounted for nearly 94.7% of India�s population in 2001. 
 
2.9.1   Abbreviations for State/UT names: The following abbreviations have been used in 
some text tables (Chapter Three) for the names of the major States and other State/UTs: 

 
major States 

 
AP Andhra Pradesh JHK Jharkhand PUN Punjab 
ASM Assam KTK Karnataka RAJ Rajasthan 
BHR Bihar KRL Kerala TN Tamil Nadu 
CHH Chhattisgarh MP Madhya Pradesh UP Uttar Pradesh 
GUJ Gujarat MAH Maharashtra WB West Bengal 
HAR Haryana ORS Orissa   
      

other State/UTs 
 
ARU Arunachal Pradesh MIZ Mizoram CHN Chandigarh 
DEL Delhi NAG Nagaland DNH Dadra & Nagar  
HP Himachal Pradesh SIK Sikkim   Haveli 
J&K Jammu & Kashmir TRP Tripura D&D Daman & Diu 
MAN Manipur UTL Uttaranchal LAK Lakshadweep 
MEG Meghalaya A&N Andaman &  PON Pondicherry 
    Nicobar Islands   

 
2.10   Self-employed: Persons who operate their own farm or non-farm enterprises or are 
engaged independently in a profession or trade on own-account or with one or a few 
partners are self-employed in household enterprises. The essential feature of the self-
employed in comparison with those who earn their living by hiring out their labour is that 
they enjoy autonomy (i.e., regarding how, where and when to produce) and economic 
independence. They receive combined remuneration for their labour and enterprise given by 
surplus of revenues from sales over purchased inputs used in production. In other words, 
their remuneration is determined by sales of the goods or services which they produce.   
 
2.10.1   Self-employed persons include:         
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       (i) own-account workers: They are the self-employed who operate their enterprises on 
their own account or with one or a few partners and who, during the reference period, 
by and large, run their enterprise without hiring any labour. They may, however, have 
unpaid helpers to assist them in the activity of the enterprise.     

       (ii) employers: These are self-employed persons who work on their own account or with 
one or a few partners and by and large run their enterprise by hiring labour. 

      (iii) helpers in household enterprise: Helpers are a category of self-employed persons, 
mostly family members, who keep themselves engaged in their household enterprises, 
working full- or part-time and do not receive any regular salary or wages in return for 
the work performed. They do not run the household enterprise on their own but assist 
a person living in the same household in running the household enterprise. 

 
2.10.2   There is a category of workers who work at a place of their choice which is outside 
the establishment that employs them or buys their product. Different expressions like �home 
workers�, �home based workers� and �outworkers� are synonymously used for such 
workers. For the purpose of this survey, all such workers have been defined as �home 
workers� and categorised as �self-employed�.  The �home workers� have some degree of 
autonomy and economic independence in carrying out the work, and their work is not directly 
supervised as is the case for the employees. Like the other self-employed, these workers have 
to meet certain costs, like actual or imputed rent on the buildings in which they work, costs 
incurred for heating, lighting and power, storage or transportation, etc., thereby indicating 
that they have some tangible or intangible means of production. It may be noted that 
employees are not required to provide such inputs for production. 
 
2.11   Regular wage/salaried employee: Persons working in others� farm or non-farm 
enterprises (both household and non-household) and getting in return salary or wages on a 
regular basis (and not on the basis of daily or periodic renewal of work contract) are termed 
regular salaried/wage employees. The category not only includes persons getting time-
wage but also persons receiving piece-wage or salary and paid apprentices, both full-time 
and part-time. 
 
2.12   Casual (wage) labour: A person engaged in others� farm or non-farm enterprises (both 
household and non-household) and getting in return wage according to the terms of the 
daily or periodic work contract is a casual (wage) labourer. 
 
2.13   Household type:  The household type based on the means of livelihood of a household 
is decided on the basis of the sources of the household's income during the 365 days 
preceding the date of survey.  For this purpose, only the household's income from economic 
activities is considered; the incomes of servants and paying guests is not taken into account.  
 
2.13.1   For urban areas, the household types are: 
            

self-employed  casual labour 
regular wage/salary earning  others 

 
Different urban household types correspond to four sources of household income. An urban 
household is assigned the type corresponding to the major source of its income from 
economic activities during the last 365 days. A household which does not have any income 
from economic activities is assigned the type �others�. 
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2.13.2   For rural areas, the household is assigned the appropriate type from the following 
five, according to the procedure explained below: 
 

self-employed in non-agriculture self-employed in agriculture 
agricultural labour others 
other labour   

 
2.13.2.1   For a rural household, if a single source (among the five sources of income listed in 
preceding paragraph) contributes 50% or more of the household's income from economic 
activities during the last 365 days, it is assigned the type corresponding to that source.  
 
2.13.2.2   For a household to be classified as �agricultural labour� or �self-employed in 
agriculture� its income from that source must be 50% or more of its total income. If there is 
no such source yielding 50% or more of the household's total income, it is assigned one of 
the remaining three types according to the following procedure. 
 
2.13.2.3   To be classified as �self-employed in non-agriculture�, the household's income 
from that source must be greater than its income from rural labour (all wage-paid manual 
labour) as well as that from all other economic activities put together (a three-way division is 
considered here). 
 
2.13.2.4   A household not qualifying for the types �agricultural labour�, �self-employed in 
agriculture� or �self-employed in non-agriculture� according to the criteria stated above is 
classified as �other labour� if its income from rural labour (all wage-paid manual labour) is 
greater than that from self-employment as well as that from other economic activities (again 
a three-way division). All other households are assigned the type �others�. 
 
2.14   Social group: Four social groups are considered: 
 

scheduled tribe other backward class 
scheduled caste others 

 
In case different members of a household belong to different social groups, the group to 
which the head of the household belongs is considered as the �social group� of the 
household. 
 
2.15   Land possessed:   The total area of land possessed by the household is worked out as 
'land owned' + 'land leased-in' + 'neither owned nor leased-in (but otherwise possessed)' - 
'leased-out'. Note that 
 

2.15.1   A piece of land is considered �owned by the household� if permanent heritable 
possession with or without the right to transfer the title is vested in a member or 
members of the household. Land held in owner-like possession under long-term lease or 
assignment is also considered as land owned. Thus, in determining the ownership of a 
plot of land, the following basic concepts are involved:  
 
2.15.2   Land owned by the household is land on which the household has the right of 
permanent heritable possession with or without the right to transfer the title e.g., 
Pattadars, Bhumidars, Jenmons, Bhumiswamis, Rayat, Sithibans etc. A plot of land may 
be leased out to others by the owner without losing the right of permanent heritable 
possession. 
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2.15.3   Land held under special conditions such as the holder not possessing the title of 
ownership but the right for long-term possession of the land (for example, land possessed 
under perpetual lease, hereditary tenure and long-term lease for 30 years or more) is 
considered as being held under owner-like possession.  In the States where land reform 
legislation has provided for full proprietorship to erstwhile tenants, they are considered 
as having owner-like possession, even if they have not paid the full compensation.  
 
2.15.4   Sometimes a plot may be possessed by a tribal in accordance with traditional 
tribal rights from local chieftains or village/district council. Again a plot may be occupied 
by a tenant for which the right of ownership vests in the community. In both the cases the 
tribal or other individual (tenant) will be taken as owner; for in all such cases, the holder 
has owner-like possession of the land in question. 
 
2.15.5   Land leased out is defined as land given to others on rent or free by owner of the 
land without surrendering the right of permanent heritable title.  Land leased in is 
defined as land taken by a household on rent or free without any right of permanent or 
heritable possession. The lease contract may be written or oral. 
 
2.15.6   Land neither owned nor leased in (but otherwise possessed) is understood to 
mean all public/institutional land possessed by the household without title of ownership 
or occupancy right.  The possession is without the consent of the owner.  Private land (i.e. 
land owned by the household sector) possessed by the household without title of 
ownership and occupancy right is not included in this category.  All private land 
encroached upon by the household is treated as leased-in land. 
 
2.15.7   For owners found to be living away from their family members who are in 
possession of the land, the land is treated as leased out by the owner�s household to 
his/her family members� household. 
 
2.15.8   It may be noted that land possessed does not include area of land possessed by 
the servants/paying guests who are considered as normal members of the household. 
However, if land is owned/cultivated jointly by two or more households, then land is 
apportioned suitably in recording land possessed by the surveyed household. 
 

2.16   PDS:   This stands for Public Distribution System, which is defined as the distribution 
of some essential commodities by the government at subsidised rates through ration shops, 
fair price shops and control shops.  These shops may be owned by the government, local 
government, a government undertaking, the proprietor of a private firm, co-operatives or 
private persons (individually or jointly) or other bodies like club, trust, etc. For kerosene, 
"PDS" also includes kerosene depots selling kerosene at controlled prices. "Super Bazaars" and 
co-operative stores are not generally included in �public distribution system�. However, 
when these also sell rationed commodities at controlled prices against ration cards, they are 
taken as ration shops for particular commodities. (Presentation of ration card may not, 
however, be obligatory for some controlled price commodities like kerosene, coal, etc.) 
Consumption from PDS is considered to occur irrespective of whether the household uses its 
own ration card or that of some other household. Purchase from PDS shops at prices higher 
than the PDS prices is also considered as purchase from PDS as long as the price paid is 
perceptibly lower than the market price. (This is a departure from the practice followed in 
earlier rounds.) To sum up, to qualify as a PDS purchase, the purchase must be against 
ration card wherever the ration card system exists for supply of controlled price 
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commodities, and must be made at a price perceptibly lower than the market price even if higher 
than the controlled price. 
 
2.17   Antyodaya:   The scheme was launched by the Prime Minister on 25th December 2001. 
Under the scheme, the 1 crore poorest families among the [B]elow [P]overty [L]ine (BPL) 
families covered under the Targeted Public Distribution System are identified and 25 kg of 
foodgrain are made available to each eligible family at a highly subsidized rate of Rs. 2 per 
kg for wheat and Rs. 3 per kg for rice.  
 
2.18   Food for Work:   The Food for Work Programme was started in January 2000-01 as 
part of the Employment Assurance Scheme (EAS) in eight drought-affected States, viz., 
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa, Rajasthan, 
and Uttaranchal. The Food for Work Programme (FWP) was later expanded to form a part 
of any wage employment scheme of the Central or State Governments being implemented in 
the notified districts during periods of natural calamities, such as drought, flood, cyclone or 
earthquake. The Government of India makes available an appropriate quantity of foodgrains 
to each of the affected States. Foodgrains are supplied to the States as an additional aid free 
of cost. The cost is borne by the Government of India with a view to enabling the State 
Governments to provide adequate wage employment opportunities to the needy rural poor. 
The eligibility criteria for employment are relaxed so as to include both BPL and APL 
(Above Poverty Line) families. The States may make payment of wages partly in kind (up to 
5 kg of foodgrains per man-day) and partly in cash. The State Governments are free to 
calculate the cost of foodgrains paid in wages, at either BPL rates, or APL rates, or any rate 
between these two rates. The workers are paid the balance wages in cash, so that they are 
assured of the notified minimum wages. Supply of foodgrains is made to the workers 
preferably at the worksite. It is stipulated that the payment of wages, cash as well as 
foodgrains, must be made weekly. Since the Food for Work Programme is meant for 
providing wage employment in the natural-calamity-affected States, preference is given to 
labour-intensive works, particularly those which would help in drought-proofing such as 
moisture conservation works, watershed development works, water harvesting, digging up 
and de-silting of village ponds/tanks and water courses, construction of rural link roads 
(katcha roads), etc. As far as possible, the works to be taken up are intended to result in 
durable assets.  
 
2.19   Annapoorna: The Annapoorna Scheme was launched with effect from 1st April 2000. 
It aims at providing food security to meet the requirement of those senior citizens who, 
though eligible, have remained uncovered under the National Old Age Pension Scheme 
(NOAPS). The scheme is targeted to cover 20% (13.762 lakh) of persons eligible to receive 
pension under NOAPS. The Central assistance under the Annapoorna Scheme is, thus, 
provided to the beneficiaries on fulfilling the following criteria: 

The age of the applicant (male or female) should be 65 years or above. 
The applicant must be a destitute in the sense of having little or no regular 
means of subsistence from his/her own sources of income or through financial 
support from family members or other sources. In order to determine 
destitution, the criteria, if any, in force in the States/UTs are to be followed. 
The applicant should not be in receipt of pension under the NOAPS or State 
Pension Scheme. 

The beneficiaries are given 10 kg of foodgrains per month free of cost. 
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2.20   Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) Scheme: The Integrated Child 
Development Services (ICDS) Scheme, launched in 1975, is a nationwide programme for the 
overall development of children below 6 years and of the expectant and nursing mothers. 
Thus, the scheme aims at improving the nutritional and health status of vulnerable groups 
including pre-school children, pregnant women and nursing mothers through providing a 
package of services including supplementary nutrition, pre-school education, immunization, 
health check-up, referral services and nutrition and health education. In addition, the 
Scheme envisages effective convergence of inter-sectoral services in the anganwadi centres. 
The Scheme targets the most vulnerable groups of population including children up to 6 
years of age, pregnant women and nursing mothers belonging to the poorest of the poor 
families and living in disadvantaged areas, including backward rural areas, tribal areas and 
urban slums. The identification of beneficiaries is done through surveying the community 
and identifying the families living below the poverty line. 
 
2.20.1   The objectives of the scheme are:- 

to improve the nutritional and health status of pre-school children in the age-group 
of 0-6 years; 
to lay the foundation of proper psychological development of the child; 
to reduce the incidence of mortality, morbidity, malnutrition and school drop-outs; 
to achieve effective coordination of policy and implementation amongst the various 
departments to promote child development; and 

to enhance the capability of the mother to look after the normal health and nutritional needs 
of the child through proper nutrition and health education. 
 
2.21   Midday Meal: A large number children between the ages of 5 and 14 are victims of 
malnutrition, associated with food shortages, population expansion, lack of suitable food 
substitutes, poverty, ignorance, traditional beliefs and customs. The midday meal scheme 
was launched to lower the widespread incidence of malnutrition, primarily among children 
of poor families, and to increase their access to education. The scheme was aimed at 
boosting primary school attendance, by allowing children of parents living below 
subsistence levels to attain basic literacy levels instead of being pushed into the workforce at 
an early age. 
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Chapter Three 
 

Summary of Findings 
 
3.0.1   The results of the survey are discussed in this chapter in the following order: 

o Possession of ration cards of different types; 
o Break-up of consumption of rice, wheat/atta, sugar and kerosene into consumption 

from PDS and consumption from other sources, with special attention to households 
holding ration cards meant for the poor; proportions of households consuming these 
commodities from PDS and from any source; 

o Proportions of households of different socio-economic categories benefiting from 
four schemes of the Government (Food for Work, Annapoorna, ICDS and Midday 
Meal) aimed at providing food assistance to the economically disadvantaged; 

o Consumption from home-grown stock in rural areas. 
 
3.1   Possession of ration card 

3.1.0.1   Surveyed households were asked whether they possessed any ration card, and, if so, 
of what kind: the Antyodaya ration card meant for the ultra-poor, the BPL card for Below 
Poverty Line households, or a card belonging to none of these types. The responses, as 
tabulated for the major States, are shown in Table P1 below. 
 

Table P1: Percentage distribution of households by ration card type: major States 
rural urban

percentage of households with State percentage of households with 
 Antyodaya 

card
BPL
card

other 
card

no
card

 Antyodaya 
card

BPL
card

other 
card

no
card

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) 

2.8 54 16 28 AP 1.5 26.6 18 54 
0.6 12 63 25 ASM 0.2 3.2 40 56 
2.3 15 60 23 BHR 0.8 4.7 42 52 
4.4 35 32 29 CHH 2.1 15.2 40 43 
0.8 36 50 13 GUJ 0.1 8.4 67 24 
2.6 16 68 13 HAR 1.5 9.9 61 28 
3.0 23 51 23 JHA 0.8 7.5 33 58 
9.6 42 26 23 KTK 2.0 14.4 33 51 
1.8 28 57 13 KRL 0.9 19.8 60 19 
3.3 31 38 28 MP 1.9 12.7 43 43 
4.4 31 46 19 MAH 0.3 8.0 67 25 
2.0 42 23 33 ORS 1.3 11.8 29 58 
0.1 12 76 12 PUN 0.0 3.9 66 30 
2.8 16 78  4 RAJ 0.6 2.4 82 15 
1.5 19 69 11 TN 0.6 12.8 64 22 
2.8 14 65 19 UP 0.7 7.2 57 36 
3.2 27 61  8 WB 0.8 8.8 71 20 

 2.9 26.5 51.8 18.7 INDIA 0.8 10.5 55.6 33.1 
 
3.1.0.2   At the all-India level 81% of rural households and 67% of urban households held 
ration cards. BPL cards were held by 26.5% of rural households and 10.5% of urban 
households. Antyodaya card holders formed less than 3% of rural households and less than 
1% of urban households. 
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3.1.0.3   For both sectors, Andhra Pradesh was the only major State where the proportion of 
BPL-card-holding households (rural: 54%; urban: 27%) was more than double the national 
average. The proportion of BPL card holders was above 40% in rural areas of Karnataka and 
Orissa as well. In these three States, BPL card holders were more common in rural areas than 
holders of �other cards�. In urban Kerala, nearly 20% of households had BPL cards. In urban 
Punjab, Rajasthan, Assam and Bihar, on the other hand, the proportion was less than 5%. 
 
3.1.1   Ration card and household type 

3.1.1.1   In rural areas 80% or more households of all household types except �other 
households� held ration cards (Figure 2). BPL cards were held by 43% of agricultural labour 
households and 32% of other labour households. 5% of agricultural labour households and 
about 4% of other labour households held Antyodaya cards. Both BPL and Antyodaya cards 
were reported much less frequently among non-labour than among labour households. 
 

Fig 1 
Percentage distribution of households of different occupational types 

by ration card type, 2004-05 
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3.1.1.2   Results at State/UT level are presented in Table 2 (R&U) of Appendix A. 



Summary of Findings 

Volume I                  NSS Report No.510: Public Distribution System and Other Sources of Household Consumption, 2004-05

15

3.1.1.3   In urban areas 26% of casual labour households had BPL cards and 3% had 
Antyodaya cards. The percentage of households holding any kind of ration card was, 
incidentally, highest among self-employed households, about 11% of which held BPL cards. 
Among �other households�, only 51% possessed a ration card. 
 
3.1.2   Ration card and household social group 

3.1.2.1   In rural areas (see Figure 2) the percentage of households having Antyodaya cards 
was 5% for Scheduled Tribes (ST), about 4½% for Scheduled Castes (SC), and 2% for the 
other groups � Other Backward Classes (OBC), and the rest. BPL cards were held by 40% of 
ST households, 35% for Scheduled Castes (SC), about 25% of OBC households, and 17% of 
other households. In urban areas, however, it was the Scheduled Castes which had the 
highest percentage (17%) of households holding BPL cards, while ST and OBC households 
had about 14% each. In urban India the ST and SC groups had more than 1% of households 
with Antyodaya cards, while the other groups had less than 1%. (For State-level results, see 
Table 3 of Appendix A.) 

Fig 2 
Percentage distribution of households of different social groups by 

ration card type, 2004-05 
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3.1.3   Ration card and household land possessed (rural) 

3.1.3.1   Figure 3 shows percentage distribution of households in different size classes of land 
possessed by ration card type. The salient fact revealed by Figure 3 is that 51% of households 
in the lowest size class �<0.01 hectares� had no ration card at all, while in all other size 
classes 77-86% households had a ration card of some kind. The highest proportion of 
households with ration cards was 86%, seen in the classes �0.41-1.00 hectares� and �1.01-2.00 
hectares�. In respect of ration cards meant for the poor, the class �0.01-0.40 hectares� was the 
class of households with the highest proportion of cards for both BPL (32%) and Antyodaya 
(4%). It was followed by the class �0.41-1.00 hectares� (BPL, about 28%, Antyodaya, 3%). The 
bottom class �<0.01 hectares� had 22% of its members holding BPL cards, but this was 
smaller than the overall proportion of BPL card holders taking all classes together (26.5%). 
Likewise, Antyodaya cards were held by 2.7% of households in the bottom class, compared 
to 2.9% for all households. Results for States/UTs are shown in Table 4R of Appendix A.  
 

Fig 3 
Percentage distribution of households in different size classes of land 

possessed by ration card type, 2004-05 
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3.1.4   Ration card and household monthly per capita expenditure (MPCE) 

3.1.4.1   In Figure 4, which shows percentages of households in different MPCE classes 
holding each type of ration card, twelve MPCE classes are used for both sectors � rural and 
urban. The bottom two and top two MPCE classes each contain about 5% of the population 
of rural/urban India, while the remaining classes each contain about 10% of the population. 
 
3.1.4.2   In rural India the percentage of households holding BPL cards declines gradually 
from 41% in the bottom MPCE class (numbered 1) to 11% in the top class (numbered 12). 
Interestingly, even in the top three MPCE classes, representing MPCE ranges of �Rs.690-
890�, Rs.890-1155� and �Rs.1155 or more�, 18%, 14% and 11% households respectively were 
found to hold BPL cards.3 Antyodaya card holders, too, are found in rural India in all the 
MPCE classes, though in diminishing numbers as MPCE increases. About 8% Antyodaya 

                                                                         
3 It should be mentioned here that the MPCE of a household is based on its consumption expenditure during the 
last 30 days. A poor household that bought a durable good during the 30 days prior to the date of survey might 
conceivably be placed in a higher MPCE class than the class in which its usual MPCE lies. 
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card holders were found in the bottom MPCE class, about 6% in the next class, and so on, 
with the top two classes having about 1% each. The percentage of rural households with 
�other� ration cards increases from 23% in the bottom MPCE class to over 60% in the top 
three classes. The percentage of households with no ration card is 28% in the lowest class 
and 24.5% in the highest, and is 20% or less in all other classes. 
 
3.1.4.3 In urban India the percentage of BPL card holders declines from 29% in the lowest 
MPCE class to about 1% in the highest. The lowest class had 4% Antyodaya card holders 
and no class from the sixth upwards had more than 0.5%. The percentage of households 
with �other� cards increases from 35% in the lowest class to a plateau of 60-61% which it 
never crosses. In each of the top four MPCE classes, 37% or more households had no ration 
card. 
 

Fig 4 
Percentages of ration card holding households in different 

MPCE classes by ration card type, 2004-05 
all-India 
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3.1.4.4   Results at State/UT level are presented in Tables 5R and 5U of Appendix A. 
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3.2   Use of PDS in case of four selected commodities: rice, wheat/atta, sugar, kerosene 

3.2.0.1   For four commodities � rice, wheat/atta, sugar and kerosene � which are available to 
households in India through the Public Distribution System as well as in the open market, 
Table 1 of Appendix A gives, for households in each MPCE class in each State/UT, average 
quantity and value of consumption per household from the public distribution system (PDS) 
and from other sources. Similar figures of average consumption from PDS and other sources 
are presented in the same table for Antyodaya or BPL card holding households. Average 
consumption per household is calculated taking all households of the specific cardholder 
category (or all categories) in the denominator. Estimated proportions of households 
consuming each commodity from PDS, from other sources, and from any source, are also 
shown alongside. 
 
3.2.1   Rice, wheat/atta, sugar, kerosene: Percentages of households using PDS 

3.2.1.1   For rice and wheat/atta, Table P2 shows the percentages of households in each 
sector of the 17 major States which reported consumption (a) from PDS (b) from any source. 
Table P3 does the same for sugar and kerosene. 
 

Table P2: Rice and wheat/atta: Percentages of households reporting consumption during 
a 30-day period (in 2004-05) from PDS and from any source: major States 

 percentage of hhs reporting consumption during a 30-day period 
 RICE  WHEAT/ATTA 

 from PDS  from any 
source  from PDS  from any 

source 
State 

 R U R U  R U R U 
(1)  (2) (3)  (4) (5)  (6) (7)  (8) (9) 
             

Andhra Pradesh  62.2 31.1 96 94 0.6 0.7 27 56 
Assam  9.0 2.3 100 93 0.2 0.3 56 78 
Bihar  1.0 0.7 100 98 1.7 1.5 96 97 
Chhattisgarh  21.7 13.2 99 97 5.3 5.4 31 76 
Gujarat  31.5 7.2 94 94 28.7 6.8 83 91 
  

Haryana  0.1 0.0 82 92 4.0 5.2 99 98 
Jharkhand  4.4 2.8 99 92 4.3 2.0 71 89 
Karnataka  58.5 21.0 98 91 45.6 14.6 74 81 
Kerala  34.6 23.3 98 93 12.2 12.1 60 72 
Madhya Pradesh  17.9 8.7 80 93 20.3 10.3 94 98 
  

Maharashtra  27.5 6.0 93 93 25.8 6.9 86 91 
Orissa  21.5 5.8 98 93 0.2 1.0 36 68 
Punjab  0.1 0.1 74 85 0.3 0.6 100 96 
Rajasthan  0.0 0.2 41 70 12.7 1.9 87 95 
Tamil Nadu  78.9 47.7 97 93 8.9 10.7 29 61 
  

Uttar Pradesh  5.8 2.1 96 96 5.6 2.6 99 98 
West Bengal  12.8 5.4 99 94 9.0 3.5 61 82 
  

all-India  24.4 13.1 92 92 11.0 5.8 72 83 
 
3.2.1.2    The major State where consumption of rice from PDS was most common was 
undoubtedly Tamil Nadu (rural: 79% households; urban: 48%), followed by Andhra Pradesh 
(rural: 62%; urban: 31%), Karnataka (rural: 59%; urban: 21%) and Kerala (rural: 35%; urban: 
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23%). Even in Gujarat and Maharashtra, where rice is not the major cereal food, 32% and 
28% rural households, respectively, consumed PDS rice. On the other hand, PDS rice was 
consumed by only a small minority of households in West Bengal (rural: 13%; urban: 5%), 
Assam (rural: 9%; urban: 2%) and Bihar (rural: 1%; urban: 0.7%), though rice is the major 
cereal food in these States. 
 
3.2.1.3   PDS consumption of wheat was most common in Karnataka (rural: 46%; urban: 
15%), rural areas of Gujarat (29%) and Maharashtra (26%), and in Madhya Pradesh (rural: 
20%; urban: 10%). It was also relatively common in urban areas of Kerala and Tamil Nadu. 
Fewer than 1% households consumed PDS wheat in Assam, Punjab, Andhra Pradesh and 
Orissa, and fewer than 2% in Bihar. 
 
Table P3: Sugar and kerosene: Percentages of households reporting consumption during 

a 30-day period (in 2004-05) from PDS and from any source: major States 
 percentage of hhs reporting consumption during a 30-day period 
 SUGAR  KEROSENE 

 from PDS  from any   
source  from PDS  from any 

source 
State 

 R U  R U  R U  R U 
(1)  (2) (3)  (4) (5)  (6) (7)  (8) (9) 

 

Andhra Pradesh  35.8 15.0 83 86 63 26 80 42 
Assam  39.8 15.9 93 92 83 38 99 74 
Bihar  0.2 0.6 91 95 77 43 100 84 
Chhattisgarh  15.4 3.5 84 95 86 41 95 57 
Gujarat  25.3 6.7 96 94 78 25 86 37 

 

Haryana  0.2 0.1 99 97 36 8 52 19 
Jharkhand  0.2 0.8 89 91 70 19 100 77 
Karnataka  15.2 4.8 94 90 74 31 91 49 
Kerala  7.2 5.2 98 93 73 57 78 61 
Madhya Pradesh  12.7 5.6 94 98 62 27 94 59 

 

Maharashtra  3.4 0.9 97 94 56 23 90 44 
Orissa  1.6 1.2 85 93 76 35 98 73 
Punjab  0.1 0.3 99 95 15 5 28 21 
Rajasthan  2.7 0.1 99 97 84 35 91 42 
Tamil Nadu  64.8 64.1 75 87 79 39 85 49 

 

Uttar Pradesh  1.6 1.3 96 97 84 47 98 66 
West Bengal  15.7 8.6 96 92 91 60 99 77 
all-India  15.9 11.5 92 93 73 33 90 51 
 
3.2.1.4   Like rice, PDS consumption of sugar, too, was most common in Tamil Nadu (rural: 
65% households; urban: 64%), followed by Assam (rural: 40%; urban: 16%) and Andhra 
Pradesh (rural: 36%; urban: 15%). On the other hand, in both rural and urban areas, fewer 
than 1% households consumed PDS sugar in Punjab, Haryana, Bihar and Jharkhand, and 
fewer than 2% in Orissa and Uttar Pradesh. The all-India proportions of households were 
16% for rural areas and 12% for urban. (See Table P3.) 
 
3.2.1.5   Over 55% of rural households used PDS kerosene in all major States except Punjab 
and Haryana, where the majority of households (slightly less than a majority in rural 
Haryana) did not use kerosene from any source. Use of PDS kerosene was most common in 
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West Bengal for both rural areas (91%) and urban areas (60%). But dependence on PDS 
kerosene appeared to be higher in Kerala and Rajasthan, where fewer than 10% households 
purchased kerosene from the open market (see col.11 of Table 1R/1U of Appendix A, pp.A-
115, A-120, A-133 & A-138). 
 

3.2.2   Rice, wheat/atta, sugar, kerosene: Percentage of consumption (quantity) coming 
from PDS 

3.2.2.1   For rice and wheat/atta, percentage of quantity of consumed coming from PDS is 
shown in Table P4 for the entire rural or urban population as well as for those households 
that possessed a BPL or Antyodaya ration card, separately for households in twelve 
percentile classes of MPCE (see Chapter Two, paragraph 2.7). For sugar and kerosene, the 
corresponding percentages are shown in Table P5. 
 

3.2.2.2   Differences among the four commodities: Among the four commodities, kerosene (Table 
P5) stands out in having a much larger share of consumption coming from PDS � 77% for 
rural and 57% for urban India. For rice the share of PDS in total consumption was 13% for 
rural and 11% for urban; for wheat it was about 7% for rural and 4% for urban, and for 
sugar, 9½% for rural and about 6½% for urban India. 
 
Table P4: Rice and wheat/atta: Percentage of consumption (quantity) coming from PDS 

for households in different percentile classes of MPCE* 
all-India 

 percentage of consumption coming from PDS 
 RICE  WHEAT/ATTA 

 all households  
households with 

Antyodaya or  
BPL cards 

 all households  
households with 

Antyodaya or  
BPL cards 

percentile class 
of MPCE* 

 

 R U R U  R U R U 
(1)  (2) (3)  (4) (5)  (6) (7)  (8) (9) 

 

0 - 5%  20.0 21.0 30.3 41.9 17.5 9.9 35.8 31.3 
5 - 10%  16.2 19.4 27.9 38.8 11.8 7.1 28.4 30.6 

10 - 20%  14.9 16.9 28.0 33.3 10.2 7.0 29.5 32.2 
20 - 30%  14.6 15.1 27.0 37.0 8.9 5.9 26.4 33.3 
30 – 40%  13.6 15.2 26.4 35.3 8.6 5.0 30.4 28.7 
40 – 50%  13.5 11.7 25.5 32.6 7.8 3.1 28.0 23.0 

50 – 60%  13.4 10.0 27.9 34.3 7.8 2.6 28.0 20.8 
60 – 70%  12.0 8.5 27.3 32.4 6.3 2.4 27.6 14.6 
70 – 80%  12.2 6.6 28.5 23.2 5.6 1.2 29.3 22.9 
80 – 90%  11.3 4.8 28.1 26.8 4.5 1.7 23.9 5.2 

90 – 95%  9.9 2.5 27.4 17.4 3.5 0.8 18.1 8.9 
95 – 100%  7.7 1.7 21.9 25.4 3.7 1.1 24.0 30.3 

 

all classes  13.2 11.2 27.4 35.0 7.3 3.8 28.2 28.1 
*monthly per capita expenditure (see paragraphs 2.6 and 2.7)
 
3.2.2.3   Differences between households holding Antyodaya/BPL ration cards and the rest: 
Households holding a BPL or Antyodaya ration card exhibited a much greater degree of 
dependence on PDS than the population as a whole. The difference was most marked in case 
of wheat, where as much as 28% of consumption came from PDS for these households in 
both rural and urban areas, compared to 7% for the entire rural population and 4% for the 
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urban. In case of rice and sugar, too, there was a substantial difference. For rice and sugar, 
rural households holding Antyodaya/BPL cards reported a PDS share (share of 
consumption coming from PDS purchases) which was about twice the share reported by the 
overall population in rural areas (rice: 27.4% against 13.2%; sugar: 18.5% against 9.5%) while 
urban households holding such cards reported a PDS share which was more than three 
times the PDS share reported by the entire urban population (rice: 35.0% against 11.2%; 
sugar: 20.3% against 6.6%). (It was seen in Section 3.1 that the urban holders of such cards 
formed only 11.3% of all urban households while rural holders formed 29.4% of rural 
households.) The difference was least pronounced in case of kerosene, but even here the 
average PDS share of this category of households differed from the overall population by 
about 9 percentage points in the rural sector and 17-18 percentage points in the urban. 
 
3.2.2.4   Variation with MPCE level: While the proportion of consumption from PDS fell with 
rise in MPCE level, the fall was least for kerosene in rural India (Table P5). For kerosene in 
urban areas, the fall was more perceptible but not very systematic. For rice (Table P4), the 
share of PDS purchases in total consumption fell from 20-21% in the lowest MPCE class to 
8% in the topmost class in rural areas and to under 2% in urban areas. For wheat, too, there 
was a steady decline in share of PDS purchases in total consumption as MPCE increased, 
and, as in the case of rice, the fall was sharper in the urban sector than in the rural. For 
households holding a BPL or Antyodaya ration card, on the other hand, there was very little 
variation in share of PDS with MPCE in rural areas, and though there was a decline in PDS 
share in urban areas, it was much more gradual than in case of the entire population. 
 

Table P5: Sugar and kerosene: Percentage of consumption (quantity) coming from PDS 
for households in different percentile classes of MPCE* 

all-India 
 percentage of consumption coming from PDS 
 SUGAR  KEROSENE 

 all households  
households with 

Antyodaya or  
BPL cards 

 all households  
households with 

Antyodaya or  
BPL cards 

percentile class 
of MPCE* 

 

 R U R U  R U R U 
(1)  (2) (3)  (4) (5)  (6) (7)  (8) (9) 

 

0 - 5%  12.9 10.3 19.4 19.5 78.4 65.9 83.5 77.2 
5 - 10%  12.0 8.7 20.6 22.4 77.9 66.3 86.3 81.5 

10 - 20%  12.0 8.7 20.1 20.1 79.9 65.8 88.5 74.8 
20 - 30%  11.8 9.1 20.3 23.1 79.2 58.8 86.1 73.2 
30 – 40%  10.8 10.2 18.5 26.0 77.4 60.2 87.0 73.9 
40 – 50%  11.1 6.6 19.1 14.5 77.3 58.8 86.2 78.1 

50 – 60%  10.3 6.1 18.1 17.7 76.7 50.8 84.7 64.1 
60 – 70%  9.8 5.4 18.6 14.5 77.6 53.9 86.7 75.8 
70 – 80%  10.2 5.8 19.5 18.7 76.4 45.6 86.6 72.5 
80 – 90%  8.6 4.8 18.5 23.6 76.4 49.3 86.9 52.2 

90 – 95%  6.8 4.2 13.4 22.4 74.8 43.6 85.0 71.1 
95 – 100%  4.8 4.3 11.0 11.7 70.9 52.8 84.0 77.8 

 

all classes  9.5 6.6 18.5 20.3 77.1 56.6 86.3 74.2 
*monthly per capita expenditure (see paragraphs 2.6 and 2.7)

 

3.2.2.5   For sugar (Table P5), the fall in percentage of total consumption coming from PDS, 
as MPCE increased, was less steep than for rice and wheat. For households holding a BPL or 
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Antyodaya ration card, there was some unsystematic variation but hardly a fall except for 
the topmost ranges of MPCE.  
 
3.3   Government food assistance schemes: Households benefiting during last 365 days 

3.3.0   For each of the four schemes: Food for Work (FFW), Annapoorna (ANN), ICDS and 
Midday Meal (MDM), the surveyed households were asked whether any member of the 
household had benefited from the scheme during the last 365 days. The estimated 
proportions at the all-India level of households having so benefited are shown in Table P6 
below as number of benefiting households per 1000 households. 
 

Table P6: Proportions of households benefiting from selected food assistance 
schemes of the Government by sector 

all-India 
per 1000 no. of households with at least one member benefiting during the 

last 365 days from sector Food for 
Work 

Anna-
poorna ICDS Midday 

Meal any scheme 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

rural 27 (2291) 9 (589) 57 (4858) 228 (16298) 280 (21393)

urban 1 (220) 2 (142) 18 (1097) 80 (4417) 95 (5349) 
Figures in parentheses indicate total no. of beneficiary households in the sample.

 
3.3.1  Benefit from food assistance schemes and household type 

3.3.1.1   The proportion (number per 1000) of beneficiaries (households) of each of the four 
schemes in each occupational type of households is shown in Table P7-R for rural India and 
in Table P7-U for urban India. State-level results are shown in Appendix A, Table 2R/2U. 

 
Table P7-R: Proportions of rural households benefiting* from selected food 

assistance schemes of the Government by household type 
all-India  rural

per 1000 no. of households with at least one member 
benefiting from household type 

FFW ANN ICDS MDM 

no. of 
sample 

households 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

self-empl. in non-agr. 11 10 56 219 17822 
agr. labour 42 11 77 291 11554 
other labour 54 13 73 264 8621 
self-empl. in agr. 24 4 45 207 27936 
others 3 9 31 121 13365 

all 27
(2291)

9
(589)

57
(4858)

228
(16298)

79298 
(21393)

*during the last 365 days.    Figures in parentheses indicate total no. of beneficiary households in the sample. 
 
3.3.1.2   For each of the four schemes, the rural labour households � �agricultural labour� 
and �other labour� � had the highest proportions of beneficiary households. For FFW the 
proportion of beneficiaries among �other labour� households (54%) was double the overall 
proportion (27%). For the other schemes, variation over household types was less marked, 
and was least in case of ICDS. The residual �other� rural households class had the lowest 
proportions of beneficiaries of all schemes except in case of Annapoorna, where this position 
was held by the �self-employed in agriculture�. 
 
3.3.1.3 Among urban household types, �casual labour� households had an overwhelmingly 
larger proportion of beneficiaries of the four government schemes than other types. The 
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proportion of beneficiaries among the other types were either lower than the average for 
�all� household types or very close to it, while for �casual labour� the proportion was 
always well above the average for �all� household types.    
 

   Table P7-U: Proportions of urban households benefiting* from selected 
food assistance schemes of the Government by household type 

all-India     urban
per 1000 no. of households with at least one 

member benefiting* fromhousehold type 
FFW ANN ICDS MDM

no. of 
sample 

households 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

self-employed 1 2 19 90 17742 
regular wage/salaried 1 1 14 57 17454 
casual labour 5 7 37 182 5735 
others 0 2 7 23 4415 

all 1
(220)

2
(142)

18
 (1097) 

80
(4417)

45346 
(5349)

*during the last 365 days. Figures in parentheses indicate total no. of beneficiary households in the sample. 
 
3.3.2  Benefit from food assistance schemes and household social group 

3.3.2.1   The proportion (number per 1000) of beneficiary households of different food 
assistance schemes among households belonging to each of the four social groups � ST, SC, 
OBC and Others � is shown in Table P8. For State-level results, see Appendix A, Table 3.  
 

Table P8: Proportions of rural and urban households benefiting* from 
selected food assistance schemes of the Government by household 
social group 

all-India rural 
per 1000 no. of households with at least one member 

benefiting* from social group 
FFW ANN ICDS MDM 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Scheduled Tribe 72 9 95 288 
Scheduled Caste 26 14 61 253 
Other Backward Classes 20 8 47 221 
Others 22 4 54 191 
all 27 9 57 228 
 
 urban 

per 1000 no. of households with at least one member 
benefiting* from social group 

FFW ANN ICDS MDM 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Scheduled Tribe 7 2 32 90 
Scheduled Caste 2 2 22 118 
Other Backward Classes 1 3 23 107 
Others 0 1 12 48 
all 1 2 18 80 
*during the last 365 days 

 
3.3.2.2   For FFW, the ST group clearly had a much larger proportion of beneficiary 
households in both rural and urban areas than any of the other groups. In respect of ICDS, 
too, the ST led in proportion of beneficiaries, though not by so wide a margin. There was less 
disparity among social groups in case of Midday Meal benefits; here the ST group had the 
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highest proportion of beneficiaries in the rural sector but not in the urban sector, where it 
was behind both SC and OBC. Proportionately more households received Annapoorna 
benefits among the SC than among other social groups in rural areas. 
 
3.3.3  Benefit from food assistance schemes and land possessed (rural households) 

3.3.3.1   As mentioned in Section 3.1.3 above, rural households were divided into six classes 
depending on size of land possessed. The proportion (number per 1000) of beneficiary 
households of different food assistance schemes among households belonging to each of the 
six classes is shown in Table P9. State-level results are shown in Table 4R of Appendix A. 
 

Table P9: Proportions of rural households benefiting* from selected food 
assistance schemes of the Government by size class of household 
land possessed 

all-India rural 
per 1000 no. of households with at least one member 

benefiting from land possessed        
(hectares) FFW ANN ICDS MDM 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

< 0.01 20 8 34 142 
0.01 – 0.40 19 12 61 220 
0.41 – 1.00 34 9 53 241 
1.01 – 2.00 29 3 63 228 
2.01 – 4.00 32 5 52 236 
4.01 and above 34 3 66 230 
all 27 9 57 228 

*during the last 365 days 
 

3.3.3.2   Except in case of Annapoorna, the higher size classes appear to have fared better, 
not worse, than the lowest two classes in receipt of benefits from the four schemes. The 
lowest class �<0.01 hectares� was worse off than the average (�all� classes) in respect of 
benefits from all four schemes, and especially ICDS and MDM. The remaining classes were 
more or less evenly placed. The lowest class but one, �0.01-0.40 hectares�, had relatively 
fewer beneficiary households in case of FFW and relatively more in case of Annapoorna 
than the higher classes. The class �0.41-1.00 hectares�, which was seen in Section 3.1.3 to 
have the highest proportions of BPL and Antyodaya card holders, had the highest 
proportions of beneficiaries in case of two of the schemes � FFW and MDM � and appears to 
have been generally the most well-placed among all classes when recipients of benefits from 
all the schemes are considered together. 
 
3.3.4  Benefit from food assistance schemes and household MPCE 

3.3.4.1   Table P10 presents the variation in proportion of beneficiary households of the four 
schemes for twelve different percentile groups of monthly per capita expenditure (MPCE). 
Results at State/UT level are presented in Tables 5R and 5U of Appendix A. 
 
3.3.4.2   It is interesting to note that even for schemes such as Annapoorna, meant for 
destitutes (see Chapter Two, paragraph 2.19), and ICDS, which targets the poorest of poor 
families (paragraph 2.20), the proportion of beneficiaries does not drop very sharply as 
MPCE levels rise, especially in rural India. Thus, in each of the top four MPCE classes in 
rural India, 2-4% of households were ICDS beneficiaries. 
 
3.3.4.3   In urban India, of course, the drop in proportion of beneficiaries with rise in MPCE 
is, for every scheme, steeper, and the proportion of FFW and Annapoorna beneficiaries in all 
the classes from �40-50%� upwards is 1 per 1000 or less. 
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3.3.4.4   For all schemes the proportion of beneficiary households is highest in the lowest 
MPCE class and declines steadily with rise in MPCE level in both rural and urban India. 
 

 Table P10: Proportions of rural and urban households benefiting* from 
selected food assistance schemes of the Government by 
percentile class of MPCE** 

all-India rural 
per 1000 no. of households with at least one member 

benefiting from 
MPCE** 
percentile   
class FFW ANN ICDS MDM 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
     

0 - 5% 67 16 128 359 
5 - 10% 42 11 88 358 

10 - 20% 38 11 84 342 
20 - 30% 28 11 71 305 
30 – 40% 26 12 62 287 
40 – 50% 29 9 65 263 

50 – 60% 31 12 50 231 
60 – 70% 32 7 52 211 
70 – 80% 20 6 40 172 
80 – 90% 17 5 37 129 

90 – 95% 14 3 32 103 
95 – 100% 10 3 20 63 

all classes 27 9 57 228 
 

 urban 
per 1000 no. of households with at least one member 

benefiting from 
MPCE** 
percentile   
class FFW ANN ICDS MDM 
     

0 - 5% 0 8 40 278 
5 - 10% 5 8 38 205 

10 - 20% 2 7 40 196 
20 - 30% 2 5 25 155 
30 – 40% 5 1 25 138 
40 – 50% 1 0 22 96 

50 – 60% 0 1 15 51 
60 – 70% 0 1 16 38 
70 – 80% 1 0 10 22 
80 – 90% 0 0 8 9 

90 – 95% 0 0 3 4 
95 – 100% 0 0 3 2 

all classes 1 2 18 80 
*during the last 365 days                                                   **monthly per capita expenditure 

 
3.3.5  Benefit from food assistance schemes: inter-State variation  

3.3.5.1   State/UT-wise proportions (number per 1000) of rural and urban households 
benefiting from each of the four schemes are shown in Table P11. 
 
3.3.5.2   Clearly, the Midday Meal scheme benefited over 10% of rural households in most 
State/UTs (between 18% and 33%in 12 major States). The ICDS appears to have been most 
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active in a few minor States and UTs: Meghalaya, Mizoram and Nagaland in the North-east, 
Lakshadweep and Daman & Diu, and also in rural areas of Orissa, Chhattisgarh and 
Maharashtra. As for the FFW scheme, some minor States such as Mizoram, Tripura and 
Uttaranchal (rural) reported a much larger proportion of beneficiaries than the national 
average of 2.7%. Among the major States, the highest proportions of (rural) FFW 
beneficiaries were found in Rajasthan (12%) and Orissa (8%). 

Table P11: Proportion of households benefiting during the last 365 days from
selected food assistance schemes, by State/UT and sector 

all-India 
rural urban 

per 1000 no. of households with at 
least one member benefiting* from 

 State/UT per 1000 no. of households with at 
least one member benefiting* from 

FFW ANN ICDS MDM FFW ANN ICDS MDM 
 (1) (2) (3) (4)  (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) 

 40 6 44 216  AP 1 2 10 86 
 32 34 85 194  ARU 5 4 6 47 
 23 4 66 180  ASM 2 0 5 20 
 3 21 7 107  BHR 0 3 0 36 
 54 14 147 406  CHH 2 5 24 119 
 0 0 0 16  DEL 0 0 0 37 
 0 0 1 0  GOA 3 3 3 3 
 27 2 98 272  GUJ 0 1 44 87 
 9 1 94 158  HAR 0 1 30 28 
 7 1 57 277  HP 0 0 38 78 
 0 5 22 13  J&K 0 0 3 0 
 6 1 9 112  JHA 0 0 0 22 
 6 1 45 334  KTK 0 0 11 113 
 0 17 74 217  KRL 0 4 53 125 
 18 8 31 323  MP 1 3 5 90 
 44 5 132 266  MAH 1 1 32 93 
 3 9 32 110  MAN 0 11 25 74 
 0 4 255 187  MEG 0 0 35 66 
 411 11 137 238  MIZ 102 0 97 142 
 12 30 100 36  NAG 0 0 48 3 
 82 10 155 265  ORS 1 2 49 90 
 0 3 13 31  PUN 0 0 1 3 
 120 14 15 216  RAJ 11 3 2 38 
 0 1 26 293  SIK 0 0 0 70 
 2 5 57 318  TN 0 2 30 156 
 267 7 68 366  TRP 64 10 69 239 
 3 12 9 161  UP 1 5 2 31 
 117 0 14 267  UTL 0 1 0 43 
 24 5 95 298  WB 0 1 12 93 
 0 12 59 361  A&N 0 0 10 192 
 0 0 0 0  CHN 0 0 0 0 
 0 0 23 252  DNH 0 0 0 49 
 0 0 107 272  D&D 0 0 146 36 
 0 26 105 502  LAK 0 0 323 399 
 8 17 102 389  PON 1 1 45 173 
 27 9 57 228  INDIA 1 2 18 80 
*during the last 365 days 
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3.3.5.3   Abbreviations used for names of States and UTs are explained in paragraph 2.9.1 of 
Chapter Two. 
 
3.4   Consumption from home-grown stock 

3.4.0.1   For each item of food (including pan, tobacco and intoxicants) and fuel for which 
consumption data was collected through Schedule 1.0, the source of consumption of the 
reporting household (only purchase/ only home produce/ both purchase and home 
produce/ only free collection/ only exchange of goods and services/ only gifts and 
charities/ other) was also ascertained. The estimated break-up of households by source of 
consumption is given for each item in Table 6 (R&U) of Appendix A. For the rural sector, 
where consumption from home produce is much more common for many items, the share of 
home produce in both quantity and value of aggregate consumption of each item is also 
shown in the same table. 
 
3.4.0.2   For any item of food, the share of consumption from home produce varies widely 
from one region of the country to another, depending, as it does, mainly on the prevalence 
of cultivation of the crop or rearing of the livestock or poultry which gives rise to the food 
item in question. The all-India estimates average out these variations and are therefore of 
less interest than the State/UT-level estimates. We shall, nevertheless, restrict the discussion 
in this chapter to the all-India (rural) estimates: for State/UT-level estimates the reader is 
referred to Table 6, Appendix A. Tables P12 and P13 show items of cereals, pulses, 
vegetables, fruits and other food for which the share of home produce in total quantity 
consumed in rural India in 2004-05 was 10% or more. Items which were consumed by fewer 
than 10% of rural households in rural India during a 30-day period according to the survey 
(such as jowar, bajra, papaya and jackfruit) are, however, omitted from the list even if more 
than 10% of their consumption is estimated to have come from home-grown stock. 
 

Table P12: Some aspects of consumption from home produce in rural India: selected 
items* of cereals, pulses, milk, egg, fish and meat 

all-India rural 
percentage@ of hhs consuming item from 

item 

% of 
consumption 

(quantity) 
from home 

produce

% of 
consumption 

(value)
from home 

produce

only home 
produce

both 
purchase
and home 
produce

only 
purchase

percentage 
of hhs 

reporting 
consumption 

in 30 days 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 

rice 30 30 24.1 1.5 72.5 85 
wheat/atta 40 37 26.9 0.8 71.0 63 
arhar (tur) 18 16 10.4 0.1 88.9 57 
gram (split) 14 12 7.4 0.0 92.2 33 
       
gram (whole) 14 11 7.5 0.0 91.7 14 
moong 15 13 9.0 0.0 90.4 44 
masur 11 9 6.7 0.1 92.8 38 
urd 17 14 10.3 0.0 89.1 35 
       
peas 13 11 7.8 0.1 91.8 10 
milk (liquid) 62 59 36.1 0.5 62.4 71 
eggs 14 15 12.0 1.4 86.1 33 
chicken 13 15 11.8 0.2 87.7 20 
*Only items for which 10% or more of all-India rural consumption (quantity) came from home produce were 
considered. For rice and wheat, the percentages were computed from the “rice – other sources” percentages available in 
Table 6R and other relevant information.
@Apart from home produce and purchase, consumption may be from free collection, gifts, etc. Therefore the percentages 
in columns 4, 5 and 6 will generally add up to less than 100. 
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3.4.0.3   In Tables P12 and P13, only three source categories are shown (�only home 
produce�, �both purchase and home produce�, and �only purchase�) instead of the seven 
categories appearing in Table 6 of Appendix A. The first two practically (though not 
logically) exhaust all households making any consumption from home produce, and so, the 
sum of these two entries can be taken as an approximation for the percentage of households 
which consume the item wholly or partly from home produce. It can be seen that these, 
together with the next entry (�only purchase�), usually add up to more than 98%, the 
contributions of the other source categories being generally very small, except for �free 
collection� in case of a few items such as firewood and chips (not shown here). 
 
3.4.0.4   As Table P12 shows, as much as 62% of quantity of milk consumed in rural India 
came from home produce compared to 40% for wheat/atta, 30% for rice, and 11-18% for 
seven common pulse varieties. For eggs, 14% of consumption, and, for chicken, 13%, came 
from home-grown stock. 
 

Table P13: Some aspects of consumption from home produce in rural India: selected 
items* of vegetables and fruits 

all-India rural 
percentage@ of hhs consuming item from 

item 

% of 
consumption 

(quantity) 
from home 

produce

% of 
consumption 

(value)
from home 

produce

only home 
produce

both 
purchase
and home 
produce

only 
purchase

percentage 
of hhs 

reporting 
consumption 

in 30 days 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 

potato 10 7 4.1 0.1 95.5 92 
radish 15 12 8.1 0.1 90.6 29 
arum 26 23 14.0 0.2 83.1 14 
pumpkin 23 20 13.2 0.2 84.6 32 
       
gourd 19 15 10.7 0.2 86.8 40 
cucumber 11 10 5.4 0.1 93.6 22 
jhinga/ torai 18 15 10.1 0.4 88.2 28 
palak, etc. 19 17 11.7 2.7 75.4 75 
       
french beans, etc. 16 12 7.4 0.2 91.5 21 
coconut 37 33 14.5 1.8 81.1 28 
guava 12 11 8.2 0.2 83.8 13 
mango 12 9 4.8 0.6 87.1 14 
*Only items for which 10% or more of all-India rural consumption (quantity) came from home produce were 
considered. 
@Apart from home produce and purchase, consumption may be from free collection, gifts, etc. Therefore the percentages 
in columns 4, 5 and 6 will generally add up to less than 100. 

 
3.4.0.5   Among vegetables and fruits (Table P13), home produce was most important in case 
of coconuts (37% of quantity consumed in rural India), consumption of which was reported 
by as many as 28% of rural households. For arum, and the more widely grown pumpkin, 
about a quarter of rural consumption came from home-grown stock. 
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Sample Design and Estimation Procedure 

 
 
 
1. Outline of Survey Programme 
 
1.1   Subject Coverage: ‘Consumer Expenditure’ and ‘Employment and Unemployment’ 
were the two subjects of enquiry of the 61st round (July 2004-June 2005) of NSS. These two 
subjects are covered together in the quinquennial series of NSS surveys. The 61st round 
survey was the seventh in this series, the last one having been conducted in the 55th round 
(1999-2000) of NSS. 
 
1.2  Geographical coverage: The survey covered the whole of the Indian Union except (i) Leh 
(Ladakh) and Kargil districts of Jammu & Kashmir, (ii) interior villages of Nagaland situated 
beyond five kilometres of a bus route and (iii) villages in Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
which remain inaccessible throughout the year. 
  
1.3  Period of survey and work programme: The period of survey was of one year’s 
duration starting on 1st July 2004 and ending on 30th June 2005. The survey period of this 
round was divided into four sub-rounds of three months’ duration each as follows:  

 
sub-round 1  : July - September 2004 
sub-round 2  : October - December 2004 
sub-round 3  : January - March 2005 
sub-round 4  : April - June 2005 

 
An equal number of sample villages/blocks (FSUs) was allotted for survey to each of these 
four sub-rounds with a view to ensuring uniform spread of sample FSUs over the entire 
survey period. Each FSU was surveyed during the sub-round to which it was allotted. 
Because of the arduous field conditions, this restriction was not strictly enforced in Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep, and rural areas of Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland. 
 
1.4   Schedules of enquiry: There were three schedules of enquiry: 
 

Schedule 0.0 :  list of households 
Schedule 1.0 :  consumer expenditure 
Schedule 10 :  employment and unemployment 

 
1.5  Participation of States:  In this round all the States and Union Territories except 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Lakshadweep participated at least 
on an equal matching basis. The scale of the survey conducted by a State /UT relative to the 
Central sample survey in the State/UT was as follows: 
 

     Nagaland (U)                : triple 
     J & K , Manipur & Delhi : double 
     Goa, Maharashtra (U) : one and a half 
     Remaining States/UTs : equal 
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2. Sample Design  
 
2.1 Outline of sample design: A stratified multi-stage design was adopted for the 61st round 
survey. The first-stage units (FSU) were the 2001 Census villages in the rural sector and 
Urban Frame Survey blocks in the urban sector. The ultimate stage units, in both sectors, 
were households. In the case of large villages/ blocks requiring formation of hamlet-groups 
(hg)/ sub-blocks (sb), the selection of two hg’s/ sb’s from each FSU formed an intermediate 
stage of sampling.  
 
2.2 Sampling Frame for First-Stage Units: For the rural sector, the list of 2001 Census villages 
(panchayat wards for Kerala) constituted the sampling frame.   For the urban sector, the list of 
latest available Urban Frame Survey (UFS) blocks was considered as the sampling frame. 
 
2.3 Stratification: Within each district of a State/UT, two basic strata were formed:  i) rural 
stratum comprising all rural areas of the district and (ii) urban stratum comprising all urban 
areas of the district. However, if there were one or more towns with population 10 lakhs or 
more as per population census 2001 in a district, each of these also formed a separate basic 
stratum and the remaining urban areas of the district was considered as another basic 
stratum.  There are 27 towns with population 10 lakhs or more at all-India level as per 
Census 2001. 
 
2.4 Sub-stratification:    
 
2.4.1 Rural sector: If ‘r’ be the sample size allocated for a rural stratum, the number of sub-
strata formed was ‘r/2’. The villages within a district as per frame were first arranged in 
ascending order of population. Then sub-strata 1 to ‘r/2’ were demarcated in such a way 
that each sub-stratum comprised a group of successive villages of the arranged frame and 
had more or less equal population. 
 
2.4.2 Urban sector: If  ‘u’ be the sample size for an urban stratum, ‘u/2’ sub-strata were 
formed. The towns within a district, except those with population 10 lakhs or more, were 
first arranged in ascending order of population. Next, UFS blocks of each town were 
arranged by IV unit no. × block no. in ascending order. From this arranged frame of UFS 
blocks of all the towns, ‘u/2’ sub-strata were formed in such a way that each sub-stratum 
had more or less equal number of UFS blocks. 
 
2.4.3  For towns with population 10 lakhs or more, the urban blocks were first arranged by 
IV unit no. × block no. in ascending order. Then ‘u/2’ number of sub-strata were formed in 
such a way that each sub-stratum had more or less equal number of blocks. 
 
2.5 Total sample size (FSUs): 12784 FSUs were allocated at all-India level on the basis of 
investigator strength in different States/UTs for the Central sample and 14992 FSUs were 
allocated for the State sample. 
 
2.6 Allocation of total sample to States and UTs:  The total number of sample FSUs was 
allocated to the States and UTs in proportion to population as per Census 2001 subject to the 
availability of investigators ensuring more or less uniform work-load. 
 
2.7 Allocation of State/UT level sample to rural and urban sectors: State/UT level sample 
size was allocated between the two sectors in proportion to population as per Census 2001 
with 1.5 weightage to urban sector subject to the restriction that urban sample size for bigger 
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States like Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu etc. should not exceed the rural sample size. A 
minimum of 8 FSUs was allocated to each State/UT separately for rural and urban areas. 
 
2.8 Allocation to strata: Within each sector of a State/UT, the sample size was allocated to 
the different strata in proportion to the stratum population as per Census 2001. Allocations 
at stratum level were adjusted to a multiple of 4 with a minimum sample size of 4. 
  
2.9 Selection of FSUs: Two FSUs were selected from each sub-stratum of a district of the 
rural sector with Probability Proportional to Size W ith Replacement (PPSWR), size being the 
population as per Population Census 2001. For the urban sector, two FSUs were selected 
from each sub-stratum by using Simple Random Sampling W ithout Replacement 
(SRSWOR). W ithin each sub-stratum, samples were drawn in the form of two independent 
sub-samples in both rural and urban sectors.  
 
2.10   Selection of hamlet-groups/sub-blocks/households:  important steps  
 
2.10.1 Criterion for hamlet-group/sub-block formation: Large villages/blocks having 
approximate present population of 1200 or more were divided into a suitable number (say, 
D) of ‘hamlet-groups’ (hg) in the rural sector and ‘sub-blocks’ (sb) in the urban sector. The 
number of hg’s/ sb’s to be formed was decided as shown below. 
 

approximate present population 
of the sample village/block 

no. of hgs/sbs 
to be formed 

(D) 

less than 1200*       1 
1200 to 1799 3 
1800 to 2399 4 
2400 to 2999 5 
3000 to 3599 6 
       …………..and so on  

* i.e., no hamlet-group/sub-block formation 
 
2.10.2   For rural areas of Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim and Poonch, Rajouri, Udhampur, Doda 
districts of Jammu and Kashmir and Idukki district of Kerala, the number of hamlet-groups 
formed was as follows.  
 

approximate present population 
of the sample village 

no. of hgs to be 
formed 

less than 600                1 
 600  to   899 3 
 900  to 1199 4 
1200 to 1499 5 
       .………..and so on  

 
2.11 Each hamlet-group/sub-block was formed by grouping contiguous areas so that the 
hg’s/ sb’s had more or less equal population content. To form the sampling frame for 
selection of households, two hamlet-groups/sub-blocks were selected by SRSWOR from 
those formed in a large village/block. Listing and selection of the households was done 
independently in the two selected hamlet-groups/sub-blocks.   
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3. Formation of Second Stage Strata and allocation of households  
 
For both Schedule 1.0 and Schedule 10, households listed in the selected village/block/ 
hamlet-groups/sub-blocks were stratified into three second-stage strata (SSS) as given 
below.  
 
3.1  Rural: The three second-stage strata (SSS) in the rural sector were formed as follows: 
  

SSS 1: relatively affluent households 
SSS 2: from the remaining households, households having 

principal earning from non- agricultural activity 
SSS 3: other households 

  
3.2  Urban: In the urban sector, the three second-stage strata (SSS) were formed using 
information collected on the Monthly Per Capita Expenditure (MPCE) of households, as 
follows: 
            

SSS 1: households with MPCE more than A   (i.e. MPCE  > A) 
SSS 2: households with MPCE equal to or less than A but equal to or 

more  than B   ( i.e. B  MPCE  A) 
SSS 3: households with MPCE less than B   (i.e. MPCE < B) 

 
where A and B were values of MPCE chosen separately for each NSS Region such that, 
according to data collected in the 55th round of NSS, the top 10%  of households in the region 
had MPCE more than A and the bottom 30%  had MPCE less than B. 
 
3.3  Schedule 1.0 was surveyed in 10 households in each FSU. The allocation of sample 
households to second-stage strata was as follows: 
 

no. of hhs to be surveyed  

SSS  composition of SSS without 
hg/sb 

formation 

with hg/sb 
formation (for each 

hg/sb) 
rural    

SSS 1: relatively affluent households 2 1 
SSS 2: of the rest, households having principal 

earning from non- agricultural activity 
4 2 

SSS 3: other households  4 2 
 

urban     

SSS 1: households with MPCE > A 2 1 
SSS 2: other households with MPCE equal to or 

less than A but equal to or more  than B 
( i.e. B  MPCE  A) 

4 2 

SSS 3: households with MPCE less than B 4 2 
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4. Selection of households for Schedule 1.0: From each SSS the sample households for 
Schedule 1.0 were selected by SRSWOR.  
 
5. Estimation Procedure 
 
5.1 Notations: 

s = subscript for s-th stratum  
t = subscript for t-th sub-stratum 
m = subscript for sub-sample (m =1, 2) 
i = subscript for i-th FSU [village (panchayat ward) / block] 
d = subscript for a hamlet-group/sub-block (d = 1, 2) 
j = subscript for j-th second stage stratum in an FSU/ hg/sb  ( j = 1, 2 or 3) 
k = subscript for k-th sample household under a particular second stage stratum within an 

FSU/ hg/sb   
D = total number of hg’s/sb’s formed in the sample village (panchayat ward) / block  
D* = 1 if D = 1  
 = D / 2 for FSUs with D > 1 
N = total number of FSUs in any urban sub-stratum 
Z = total size of a rural sub-stratum (= sum of sizes for all the FSUs of a rural sub-stratum ) 
z = size of sample village used for selection. 
n = number of sample village / block surveyed including zero cases but excluding casualty 

for a particular sub-sample and sub-stratum. 
H = total number of households listed in a second-stage stratum of a village/block/hamlet-

group/sub-block of sample FSU 
h = number of households surveyed in a second-stage stratum of a village/block/hamlet-

group/sub-block of  sample FSU 
x, y = observed value of characteristics x, y under estimation 
X̂ , Ŷ  = estimate of population total X, Y for the characteristics x, y 
 
In terms of the above symbols,  
ystmidjk = observed value of the characteristic y for the kth household in the jth  second-stage 
stratum of the dth hg/sb (d = 1, 2) of the ith FSU belonging to the mth sub-sample for the tth 
sub-stratum of sth stratum; 
However, for ease of understanding, a few symbols are suppressed in the following 
paragraphs where they are obvious. 
 
5.2 Formulae for estimation of aggregates based on Schedule 1.0 for a particular sub-
sample and stratum in rural/ urban sector:  
 
5.2.1  Rural: 

 

Estimation formula for a sub-stratum:  
 
 (i) For households selected in jth second stage stratum: 
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 (ii) For all selected households: 

         
j
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5.2.2  Urban: 
 

Estimation formula for a sub-stratum:  
 

(i)   For households selected in jth  second stage stratum: 

 
j

i

h

k
jki

ji

ji
h

k
jki

ji

ji

j
j

n
y

h

H
y

h

H
iD

n
N

Y
jiji

1 1
2

2

2

1
1

1

1
21*ˆ   

 
   (ii)  For all selected households:  

            
j

jYY ˆˆ    

5.2.3    Estimate for a stratum:  
    

   
t

stYsY ˆˆ    

5.3    Overall Estimate for Aggregates: 
    Overall estimate for aggregates for a stratum ( sŶ ) based on two sub-samples is 
obtained as:  

2

1

ˆ
2
1ˆ

m
sms YY    

5.4   Overall Estimate of Aggregates at State/UT/all-India level:  
The overall estimate Ŷ at the State/ UT/ all-India level is obtained by summing the 
stratum  estimates sŶ over all strata belonging to the State/ UT/ all-India. 

  
5.5   Estimates of Ratios: 
 Let Ŷ  and X̂  be the overall estimate of the aggregates Y and X for two 
characteristics y and x respectively at the State/ UT/ all-India level. 

 Then the combined ratio estimate )ˆ(R of the ratio )(
X

Y
R  is obtained as. 

X

Y
R

ˆ

ˆ
ˆ  
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5.6   Estimates of Error:  The estimated variances of the above estimates are as follows: 
 
5.6.1    For aggregate Ŷ :  
 

                    
s

sYraVYraV )ˆ(ˆ)ˆ(ˆ    

             where   )ˆ(ˆ sYraV  are as given below.  
 

5.6.1.1   For strata with PPSWR selection at first stage:  
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5.6.1.2    For strata with SRSWOR selection at first stage: 
 

t
ststssrswor YYYrVa

2

21
ˆˆ

4
1ˆˆ    ,     

 
where 1ŝtY  and 2ŝtY  are the estimates for  sub-sample 1 and sub-sample 2 respectively 
for stratum ‘s’ and sub-stratum ‘t’. 

 
5.6.2   For ratio R̂ : 
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where s, s' indicate respectively the strata with PPSWR and SRSWOR selection at first 
stage.  

 
5.6.2.1    For strata with PPSWR selection at first stage: 
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5.6.2.2  For strata with SRSWOR selection at first stage:  
     

    
t

tstststststststss XXYYRXXRYYRESM 2121

2

21
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ˆˆˆˆˆ2ˆˆˆˆˆ

4
1

)ˆ(ˆ  
 

where 1
ˆ

tsY  and 2
ˆ

tsY  are the estimates for  sub-sample 1 and sub-sample 2 respectively 
for stratum ‘s’ and sub-stratum ‘t’. 

 
 

5.6.3  Estimates of RSE: 
 

     100
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6.  Multipliers: 
  
      The formulae for multipliers for a sub-sample are given below for Schedule 1.0: 
  

formula for multipliers sub-stratum hg / sb 1  hg / sb 2 

rural  
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j = 1, 2, 3 
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j = 1, 2, 3 

urban jstmi
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j = 1, 2, 3 
jstmi
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h
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2

2*  ,  

j = 1, 2, 3 
 
  Note: (i) For estimating any characteristic for any domain not specifically considered in 

sample design, indicator variable is used. 
 (ii) Multipliers are computed on the basis of information available in the listing 

schedule irrespective of any misclassification observed between the listing 
schedule and detailed enquiry schedule.    
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RURAL  *   CENTRAL  * 
URBAN     STATE   
      
     
     

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
NATIONAL SAMPLE SURVEY ORGANISATION 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC SURVEY 
SIXTY-FIRST ROUND:  JULY 2004 - JUNE 2005 

  SCHEDULE 1.0:  CONSUMER EXPENDITURE 

[0] descriptive identification of sample household 

1. state/u.t.: 5. hamlet name: 

2. district: 6. ward/inv. unit/block: 

3. tehsil/town: 7. name of head of household: 

4. village name: 8. name of informant: 

[1] identification of sample household
item 
no.

item code 
item 
no. item code 

1.
srl. no. of sample village/ 
block      11. sub-sample 

2. round number 6 1 12. FOD sub-region     

3. schedule number 0 1 0 13. sample hamlet-group/sub-block number 

4. sample (central-1, state-2)  14. second stage stratum 

5. sector (rural-1, urban-2)  15. sample household number  

6. state-region    16. srl. no. of informant (as in col.1, block 4)  

7. district   17. response code  

8. stratum   18. survey code  

9. sub-stratum   19. reason for substitution of original household 
(code)

10. sub-round  

CODES FOR BLOCK 1 

item 17: response code : informant: co-operative and capable -1, co-operative but not capable -2, 
busy -3, reluctant - 4, others - 9 

item 18: survey code : original – 1, substitute – 2, casualty – 3 

item 19:  reason for substitution of original household  : informant busy -1, members away 
from home -2, informant non-cooperative -3, others 
- 9 

* tick mark (  ) may be put in the appropriate place. 
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[2] particulars of field operations

srl. no. item investigator 
assistant

superintendent 
superintendent 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1. i) name 

(block letters) 
   

 ii) code             

2. date(s) of : DD MM YY DD MM YY DD MM YY 

 (i) survey/inspection                   

 (ii) receipt             

 (iii) scrutiny             

 (iv) despatch                   

3. number of additional sheets 
attached

4. total time taken to canvass  
schedule 1.0 (in minutes) 

5. signature    

[12] perception of household regarding sufficiency of food 
1. do all members of your household ‘get enough food every 

day’? 
(yes: every month of the year-1, some months of the year -
2;
 no: no month of the year-3) 

2. if code is 2 in item 1, during which calendar months did 
any member of the household not ‘get enough food every 
day’? 
(applicable month codes may be recorded in the box 
spaces: Jan-01, Feb-02, Mar-03, Apr-04, May-05, Jun-06, 
Jul-07, Aug-08, Sep-09, Oct-10, Nov-11, Dec-12) 

3. whether information on item 1 was actually obtained from 
the informant  (yes-1, no-2)



Schedule 1.0  C-3 

NSS Report No. 510: Public Distribution System and Other Sources of Household Consumption 

[3] household characteristics 

1.  household size  

description: 16.  dwelling unit code (owned-1, hired-
2,  no dwelling unit-3, others-9)2. principal

     industry 
     (NIC-

1998)
code (5-digit)      17. cooking 

(code)

description: 

primary source of 
energy for

18. lighting 
(code)

3.  principal 
     occupation 
     (NCO-
1968) code (3-digit)    

4.  household type (code)  

19. is any member of the household a 
regular salary earner? (yes-1, no -2)

5.  religion (code)  

6.  social group (code)  

20. does the household possess ration 
card? (yes-1, no -2)

7.  whether owns any land (yes-1, no -2)  21. if yes in item 20, type of ration card 
(code)

22.  Food for 
Work 

8. if yes in item 7, type of land owned 
(homestead only – 1, homestead and 
other land – 2, other land only – 3)

23. Annapoorna 

9. owned and possessed   24. ICDS 

10. leased-in   

during the last 365 
days whether any 
member of  the 
household is a 
beneficiary of: 
 (yes-1, no-2) 25. Midday Meal 

11. neither owned nor leased-
in 

  26. did the household perform any 
ceremony during the last 30 days? 
(yes – 1, no – 2)

12. leased-out   27. no. of meals served to non-
household  members during the last 
30 days 

land as 
on the 
date of 
survey
(in 0.000 
hectares)

13. total possessed  

[items (9+10+11-12)] 
28. 30 days (

item 36, bl.13) 

14. land cultivated (0.000 ha)  during
July 03 
to June 
04

15. land irrigated (0.000 ha)   

monthly per capita
expenditure
(Rs.0.00) 29. 365  days 

(item 46, bl.13) 

CODES FOR BLOCK 3 
item 4:   household type : for rural areas: self-employed in non-agriculture-1, agricultural labour-2, other labour-

3, self-employed  in agriculture-4, others-9  
                                           for urban areas: self-employed-1, regular wage/salary earning-2, casual labour-3, 

others-9      
item 5:  religion : Hinduism-1, Islam-2, Christianity -3, Sikhism-4, Jainism-5, Buddhism-6, Zoroastrianism-7,  

others-9 
item 6:  social group : scheduled tribe-1, scheduled caste-2, other  backward class-3, others-9 
item 17:  primary source of energy for cooking : coke, coal-01, firewood and chips-02, LPG-03, gobar gas-04, 

dung cake-05, charcoal-06, kerosene-07, electricity-08, others-09, no cooking arrangement-10 
item 18: primary source of energy for lighting : kerosene-1, other oil -2, gas-3, candle-4, electricity-5, others-9, no     

lighting arrangement-6 
item 21: ration card type: Antodaya -1, BPL – 2,  others - 3 

Note:  1 acre = 0.4047 hectare



C-4  Schedule 1.0 

NSS Report No. 510: Public Distribution System and Other Sources of Household Consumption 

 [4] demographic and other particulars of household members 

no. of meals taken during last 30 days 

away from home at 

free of cost home 

srl.
no. 

name of member 
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(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) 

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

CODES FOR BLOCK 4 

Col. (3) :  relation to head: self-1, spouse of head-2, married child-3, spouse of married child-4, unmarried child-5, 
grandchild-6, father/mother/father-in-law/mother-in-law-7, brother/sister/brother-in-
law/sister-in-law/other relatives-8, servants/employees/other non-relatives-9 

Col.(6) :  marital status: never married – 1, currently married – 2, widowed – 3, divorced/separated – 4 

Col. (7) : general educational level: not literate –01, literate without formal schooling –02, literate but below 
primary –03, primary –04, middle –05,  secondary –06, higher secondary –07,  
diploma/certificate course –08,  graduate - 10, postgraduate  and  above -11 
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[5] consumption of food, pan, tobacco and intoxicants during  the last 30 days ended on 
...................

code item consumption out of  
 home produce 

total consumption source$

  quantity*  
(0.000)

value  
(Rs 0.00) 

quantity*  
(0.000)

value  
(Rs 0.00) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 

101 rice - PDS     1 

102 rice - other sources          

103 chira      

104 khoi, lawa      

105 muri      

106 other rice products      

107 wheat/atta - PDS     1 

108 wheat/atta - other sources          

110 maida      

111 suji, rawa      

112 sewai, noodles      

113 bread: bakery      

114 other wheat products      

115 jowar & products          

116 bajra & products          

117 maize & products          

118 barley & products          

120 small millets & products          

121 ragi & products          

122 other cereals          

129 cereal: s.t. (101-122)         

139 cereal substitutes:
tapioca, jackfruit, etc. 

         

140 arhar, tur          

141 gram: split          

142 gram: whole          

143 moong          

144 masur          

145 urd          

146 peas          

147 soyabean          

148 khesari          

150 other pulses          

151 gram products      

152 besan      

153 other pulse products      

159 pulses & pulse 
products: s.t. (140-153) 

        x 
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[5] consumption of food, pan, tobacco and intoxicants during  the last 30 days ended on 
...................

code item consumption out of  
 home produce 

total consumption source$

  quantity*  
(0.000)

value  
(Rs 0.00) 

quantity*  
(0.000)

value  
(Rs 0.00) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 

160 milk: liquid (litre)          

161 baby food       

162 milk: condensed/ powder      

163 curd      

164 ghee      

165 butter      

166 ice-cream       

167 other milk products      

169 milk & milk products: 
s.t.(160-167)

        

170 vanaspati, margarine      

171 mustard oil          

172 groundnut oil          

173 coconut oil          

174 edible oil: others          

179 edible oil: s.t. (170-174)         

180 eggs (no.)  000    000    

181 fish, prawn           

182 goat meat/mutton          

183 beef/ buffalo meat          

184 pork           

185 chicken          

186 others: birds, crab, oyster, 
tortoise, etc. 

         

189 egg, fish & meat: 
s.t. (180-186) 

       

* Unit is kg unless otherwise specified in col(2).
$Source code: only purchase -1, only home-grown stock -2, both purchase and home-grown stock -3, only free 
collection -4, only exchange of goods and services -5, only gifts / charities – 6, others -9
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[5] consumption of food, pan, tobacco and intoxicants during  the last 30 days ended on 
...................

code item consumption out of  
home produce 

total consumption source$

  quantity*  
(0.000)

value  
(Rs 0.00) 

quantity*  
(0.000)

value  
(Rs 0.00) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 

190 potato          

191 onion          

192 radish          

193 carrot          

194 turnip          

195 beet          

196 sweet potato          

197 arum          

198 pumpkin          

200 gourd          

201 bitter gourd           

202 cucumber          

203 parwal, patal          

204 jhinga, torai          

205 snake gourd          

206 papaya: green          

207 cauliflower          

208 cabbage          

210 brinjal          

211 lady's finger          

212 palak/other leafy 
vegetables 

         

213 french beans, barbati          

214 tomato          

215 peas          

216 chillis: green          

217 capsicum          

218 plantain: green          

220 jackfruit: green          

221 lemon (no.)  000    000    

222 garlic (gm)  000    000    

223 ginger (gm)  000    000    

224 other vegetables          

229 vegetables: s.t. (190-
224)



C-8  Schedule 1.0 

NSS Report No. 510: Public Distribution System and Other Sources of Household Consumption 

[5] consumption of food, pan, tobacco and intoxicants during  the last 30 days ended on 
...................

code item consumption out of 
home produce 

total consumption source$

  quantity*  
(0.000)

value  
(Rs 0.00) 

quantity*  
(0.000)

value  
(Rs 0.00) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)
230 banana (no.)  000    000    

231 jackfruit          

232 watermelon          

233 pineapple (no.)  000    000    

234 coconut (no.)  000    000    

235 guava          

236 singara          

237 orange, mausami (no.)  000    000    

238 papaya          

240 mango          

241 kharbooza          

242 pears, naspati          

243 berries          

244 leechi          

245 apple          

246 grapes          

247 other fresh fruits     

249 fruits (fresh): s.t.(230-247) 

250 coconut: copra          

251 groundnut          

252 dates          

253 cashewnut          

254 walnut          

255 other nuts          

256 raisin, kishmish, monacca, etc.          

257 other dry fruits          

259 fruits (dry): s.t. (250-257)         

260 sugar - PDS     1 

261 sugar - other sources      

262   gur          

263 candy, misri        

264 honey          

269 sugar: s.t. (260-264)          

279 salt          

280 turmeric (gm)  000    



Schedule 1.0  C-9 

NSS Report No. 510: Public Distribution System and Other Sources of Household Consumption 

[5] consumption of food, pan, tobacco and intoxicants during  the last 30 days ended on 
...................

code item consumption out of 
home produce 

total consumption source$

  quantity*  
(0.000)

value  
(Rs 0.00) 

quantity*  
(0.000)

value  
(Rs 0.00) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)
281 black pepper (gm)  000    

282 dry chillies (gm)  000    000    

283 tamarind (gm)  000    000    

284 curry powder (gm)  000    000    

285 oilseeds (gm)  000    000    

286 other spices (gm)  000    000    

289 spices: s.t. (280-286)  000    000   

290 tea: cups (no.)  000    

291 tea: leaf (gm)  000    000    

292 coffee: cups (no.)  000    

293 coffee: powder (gm)  000    000    

294 ice     1 

295 cold beverages: bottled/canned 
(litre)

     

296 fruit juice and shake (litre)      

297 coconut: green (no.)  000    000    

298 other beverages: cocoa, 
chocolate, etc. 

   

300 biscuits      

301 salted refreshments      

302 prepared sweets      

303 cooked meals (no.)  000    

304 cake, pastry      

305 pickles (gm)  000    

306 sauce (gm)  000    

307 jam, jelly (gm)  000    

308 other processed food    

309 beverages etc.: s.t. (290-308) 

310 pan: leaf    

311 pan: finished (no.)  000    

312 supari (gm)  000    000    

313 lime (gm)  000    

314 katha (gm)  000    

315 other ingredients for pan (gm)  000    

319 pan: s.t. (310-315) 

320 bidi (no.)  000    

321 cigarettes (no.)  000    



C-10  Schedule 1.0 

NSS Report No. 510: Public Distribution System and Other Sources of Household Consumption 

[5] consumption of food, pan, tobacco and intoxicants during  the last 30 days ended on 
...................

code item consumption out of 
home produce 

total consumption source$

  quantity*  
(0.000)

value  
(Rs 0.00) 

quantity*  
(0.000)

value  
(Rs 0.00) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)
322 leaf tobacco (gm)  000    

323 snuff (gm)  000    

324 hookah tobacco (gm)  000    

325 cheroot (no.)  000    

326 zarda, kimam, surti (gm)  000    

327 other tobacco products    

329 tobacco: s.t. (320-327) 

330 ganja (gm)      

331 toddy (litre)      

332 country liquor (litre)      

333 beer (litre)      

334 foreign liquor or refined liquor 
(litre)

     

335 other intoxicants      

339 intoxicants: s.t. (330-335) 

[6] consumption of fuel & light during the last 30 days ended on ….......................
code item consumption out of home produce total consumption source$

  quantity* 
(0.000)

value 
(Rs 0.00) 

quantity* 
(0.000)

value 
(Rs 0.00) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 

340 coke      

341 firewood and chips          

342 electricity (std. unit)  000    

343 dung cake    

344 kerosene-PDS(litre)     1 

345 kerosene - other 
sources (litre) 

     

346 matches (box)  000    

347 coal      

348 LPG       

350 charcoal      

351 candle (no.)  000    

352 gobar gas    

353 other fuel     

359 fuel and light: s.t. 
(340-353)



Schedule 1.0  C-11 

NSS Report No. 510: Public Distribution System and Other Sources of Household Consumption 

[7] consumption of clothing, bedding, etc. 
during the last 30 days during the last 365 days 

code item quantity 
(0.000)

value 
(Rs 0.00) 

quantity 
(0.000)

value 
(Rs 0.00) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

360 dhoti (metre)         

361 sari (metre)         

362 cloth for shirt, pyjama, salwar, etc. 
(metre) 

        

363 cloth for coat, trousers, overcoat, 
etc. (metre) 

        

364 chaddar, dupatta, shawl, etc. (no.) 000      000

365 lungi (no.) 000    000

366 gamchha, towel, handkerchief (no.) 000    000

367 hosiery articles, stockings, under-
garments, etc. (no.)

000    000

368 ready-made garments (no.)    000    000

370 headwear (no.) 000    000

371 knitted garments, sweater, 
pullover, cardigan, muffler, scarf, 
etc. (no.) 

000    000

372 knitting wool, cotton yarn (gm) 000    000

373 clothing: others 

374 clothing: second-hand 

379 clothing: s.t. (360-374) 

380 bed sheet, bed cover (no.) 000    000

381 rug, blanket (no.) 000    000

382 pillow, quilt, mattress (no.) 000    000

383 cloth for upholstery, curtain, table-
cloth, etc. (metre)  

       

384 mosquito net (no.) 000    000

385 mats and matting (no.) 000    000

386 cotton (gm) 000    000

387 bedding: others 

389 bedding, etc.: s.t. (380-387) 

[8] consumption of footwear
during the last 30 days during the last 365 days 

code item 
no. of pairs value (Rs 0.00) no. of pairs value (Rs 0.00) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

390 leather boots, shoes  00 00

391 leather sandals, chappals, etc.  00 00

392 other leather footwear  00 00

393 rubber/ PVC footwear  00 00

394 other footwear  00 00

399 footwear: s.t. (390-394)   00 00



C-12  Schedule 1.0 

NSS Report No. 510: Public Distribution System and Other Sources of Household Consumption 

[9] expenditure on education and medical (institutional) goods and services
during the last 30 days during the last 365 days 

code item 
value (Rs 0.00) value (Rs 0.00) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

400 books, journals         

401 newspapers, periodicals         

402 library charges    00    00

403 stationery          

404 tuition and other fees (school, college, 
etc.)

       

405 private tutor/ coaching centre   00 00 

406 other educational expenses      

409 education: s.t. (400-406)      

410 medicine      

411 X-ray, ECG, pathological test, etc.   00 00

412 doctor's/surgeon's fee   00 00

413 hospital & nursing home charges   00 00

414 other medical expenses      

419 medical - institutional: s.t. (410-414)      

[10] expenditure on miscellaneous goods and services including medical (non-institutional), rents and taxes during 
the last 30 days ended on ….......................

code item value 
(Rs 0.00) 

code item value 
(Rs 0.00) 

(1) (2) (3) (1) (2) (3) 

420 medicine   440 spectacles  00 

421 X-ray, ECG, pathological test, etc.   441 torch    

422 doctor's/surgeon's fee   442 lock   

423 family planning   443 umbrella, raincoat   

424 other medical expenses   444 lighter (bidi/ cigarette/ gas stove)   

429 medical - non-institutional: s.t. 
(420-424)

  445 other goods for personal care and 
effects 

430 cinema, theatre   
449 goods for personal care and 

effects: s.t. (440-445)
431 mela, fair, picnic   

450 toilet soap   

432 sports goods, toys, etc.   451 toothbrush, toothpaste, etc.   

433
*

club fees  00 452 powder, snow, cream, lotion   

434 goods for recreation and hobbies   453 hair oil, shampoo, hair cream   

435 photography   454 comb   

436 video cassette/ VCR/ VCP(hire)  00 455 shaving blades, shaving stick, razor 

437 cable TV connection   456 shaving cream   

438 other entertainment   457 sanitary napkins  00 

439 entertainment: s.t. (430-438)   458 other toilet articles   

459 toilet articles: s.t. (450-458)  00 

* The value may be derived as the amount last paid divided by the number of months for which amount was paid. 



Schedule 1.0  C-13 

NSS Report No. 510: Public Distribution System and Other Sources of Household Consumption 

[10] expenditure on miscellaneous goods and services including medical (non-institutional), rents and 
taxes during the last 30 days ended on ….......................

cod
e

item value 
(Rs 0.00) 

code item value 
(Rs 0.00) 

(1) (2) (3) (1) (2) (3) 

460 electric bulb, tubelight   500 air fare  00 

461 batteries   501 railway fare  00 

462 other non-durable electric 
goods

  502 bus/tram fare   

463 earthenware   503 taxi, auto-rickshaw fare   

464 glassware   504 steamer, boat fare   

465 bucket, water bottle/ feeding 
bottle & other plastic goods 

505 rickshaw (hand drawn & cycle) 
fare

466 coir, rope, etc.   506 horse cart fare   

467 washing soap/soda   507 porter charges   

468 other washing requisites   508 petrol   

470 agarbati   510 diesel   

471 flowers (fresh): all purposes   511 lubricating oil   

472 insecticide, acid, etc.   512 school bus/van   

473 other petty articles   513 other conveyance expenses   

479 sundry articles: s.t. (460-
473)

519 conveyance : s.t. (500-513)

480 domestic servant/cook  00 520* house rent, garage rent (actual)  00 

481 sweeper  00 521* residential land rent  00 

482 barber, beautician, etc.   522 other consumer rent    

483 washerman, laundry, ironing   529 rent: s.t. (520-522) 
484 tailor  00 

539 house rent, garage rent 
(imputed- urban only)

 00 

485 priest   
540* water charges   

486 legal expenses  00 541* other consumer taxes & cesses   
487 postage & telegram 549 consumer taxes and cesses: 

s.t. (540-541) 
488
*

telephone charges 

490 repair charges for non-
durables 

491 grinding charges 

492 miscellaneous expenses 

493 pet animals (incl. birds, fish)  

494 other consumer services 
excluding conveyance 

499 consumer services excluding 
conveyance: s.t. (480-494) 

* The value may be derived as the amount last paid divided by the number of months for which amount was paid. 
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 [13] summary of consumer expenditure
srl.   
no.

item reference 
value (Rs 0.00) of 

consumption 
  block item column during last 30 days

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (7) 
1. cereals 5 129 6   
2. cereal substitute 5 139 6   
3. pulses & products 5 159 6   
4. milk & milk products 5 169 6   
5. edible oil 5 179 6   
6. egg, fish & meat 5 189 6   
7. vegetables 5 229 6   
8. fruits (fresh) 5 249 6   
9. fruits (dry) 5 259 6   
10. sugar 5 269 6   
11. salt 5 279 6   
12. spices 5 289 6   
13. beverages etc. 5 309 6   
14. pan 5 319 6   
15. tobacco 5 329 6   
16. intoxicants 5 339 6   
17. fuel and light 6 359 6   
18. medical (non-institutional) 10 429 3   
19. entertainment 10 439 3   
20. personal effects 10 449 3   
21. toilet articles 10 459 3   
22. sundry articles 10 479 3   
23. consumer services excl. conveyance 10 499 3   
24. conveyance 10 519 3   
25. rent 10 529 3   
26. consumer taxes & cesses 10 549 3   
27. sub-total (1 – 26)
28. clothing 7 379 4   
29. bedding etc. 7 389 4   
30. footwear 8 399 4  00 
31. education 9 409 3   
32. medical (institutional) 9 419 3   
33. durable goods 11 659 7  00 
34. total monthly expenditure [sub-total 

(27-33)] 
35. household size 3 1 ×  
36. monthly per capita expenditure (Rs 

0.00) [srl. no. 34  srl. no. 35] 
37. imputed rent 10 539 3  00 

during last 365 days
38. clothing 7 379 6   
39. bedding etc. 7 389 6   
40. footwear 8 399 6  00 
41. education 9 409 4   
42. medical (institutional) 9 419 4   
43. durable goods 11 659 14  00 
44. s.t. for 365 days’ data (38-43) 
45. (30÷365) × srl. no. 44 
46.   monthly per capita expenditure (Rs. 

  0.00) [srl. no. (27 + 45) ÷ srl. no. 35] 
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 List of NSS Reports available for sale 

Sl. Report  Title of the Report Price (in Rs.) 
No. No.  Hard 

Copy 
Floppy(s)/ 

CD(s)
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Unorganised Trade, NSS 46th Round 
1* 403 Small Trading Units in India 150 380 
2 403/1 State Level results on small trading units in India: Vol.-I 250 710 
3* 403/1 State Level results on small trading units in India: Vol.-II 250 710 

Land  & livestock holdings and Debt & Investment,
NSS 48th Round 

4* 407 Operational land holdings in India, 1991-92: Salient features 250 710 

5 408 Live-stock and Agricultural implements in House-hold operational 
holdings, 1991-92 

150 380 

6 414 Seasonal variation in the operation of land holdings in India, 1991-92 250 710 
7 419 Household Assets and Liabilities as on 30.6.91 250 1140 
8 420 Indebtedness of Rural Households as on 30.6.1991 250 1370 
9 421 Indebtedness of Urban Households as on 30.6.1991 250 1370 
10 431(Part I) Household Borrowings and Repayments during 1.7.91 to 30.6.92 250 1140 
11 431(Part-II) -do- 250 1140 
12 432 (Part-I) Households Assets and Indebtedness of Social Groups as on 30.6.91 250 1140 
13 432 (Part-II) -do- 250 710 
14 437 Household capital expenditure during 1.7.91 to 30.6.92. 250 1370 

Housing Conditions and Migration with special emphasis on slum 
dwellers, NSS 49th round 

15 417 Slums in India 150 380 
16 429 Housing Conditions in India 150 380 
17 430 Migration in India 250 710 

Employment & Unemployment, NSS 50th Round  
18 406 Key Results on Employment & Unemployment 150 610 
19 409 Employment & Unemployment in India, 1993-94 250 710 
20 411 Employment & Unemployment situation in cities and Towns in India, 

1993-94
150 380 

21 412 Economic activities and school attendance by children in India, 1993-94 150 380 

22* 416 Participation of Indian women in household work and other specified 
activities, 1993-94

150 380 

23 418 Unemployed in India, 1993-94 : Salient Features 150 380 
24 425 Employment & Unemployment situation among social groups in India, 

1993-94
250 480 

25 438 Employment & Unemployment situation among religious groups in 
India, 1993-94 

150 610 

Consumer Expenditure, NSS 50th Round 
26 401 Key results on Household Consumer Expenditure, 1993-94 150 380 
27 402 Level and Pattern of Consumer Expenditure 250 710 
28* 404 Consumption of some important commodities in India 250 710 
29 405 Nutritional intake in India 250 710 
30 410/1 Dwellings in India 250 710 
31 410/2 Energy used by Indian households 150 380 
32 413 Sources of household income in India, 1993-94 150 380 
33 415 Reported adequacy of food intake in India, 1993-94 150 380 
34 422 Differences in level of consumption among socio-economic groups 150 380 
35 423 IRDP assistance and participation in Public Works, 1993-94 150 380 
36 426 Use of durable goods by Indian households, 1993-94 150 380 
37 424 Ownership of Live-Stock, cultivation of selected crops and consumption 

levels, 1993-94 
150 610 

38 427 Consumption of tobacco in India, 1993-94 150 610 
39 428 Wages in kind, Exchanges of Gifts and Expenditure on Ceremonies and 

Insurance in India, 1993-94 
150 610 

   
* The hard copies are out of stock. However, soft copies are available.

   Continued



2

List of  NSS Reports available for sale(contd.)

Sl. Report  Title of the Report Price (in Rs.) 
No. No.  Hard 

Copy 
Floppy(s)/ 

CD(s)
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

 Consumer Expenditure and Unorganised Manufacture,  
NSS 51st Round 

40 433 Unorganised Manufacturing Sector in India Its Size, Employment and 
Some Key Estimates. 

250 710 

41 434 Unorganised Manufacturing Enterprises in India: Salient Features 250 710 
42 435 Assets and Borrowings of the Unorganised Manufacturing Enterprises in 

India  
150 380 

43 436 Household Consumer Expenditure and Employment Situation in India, 
1994-95

150 610 

Consumer Expenditure, NSS 52nd Round 
44 440 Household Consumer Expenditure and Employment Situation in India, 

1995-96
150 610 

Education, NSS 52nd Round 
45 439 Attending an Educational Institution in India: Its level, nature and cost 250 1140 

Health, NSS 52nd Round 
46* 441 Morbidity and Treatment of ailments 250 1140 
47 445 Maternal and Child Health Care in India 150 1270  

Aged in India, NSS 52nd Round 
48 446 The Aged in India, A Socio-Economic Profile, 1995-96 150 380  
   
   Consumer Expenditure, NSS 53rd Round 
49 442 Household Consumer Expenditure and Employment Situation in India, 

1997
150 610 

Unorganised Trade, NSS 53rd Round 
50 443 Small Trading units in India and their Basic Characteristics: 1997, Vol. I 250 710  
51 444 Small Trading units in India and their Basic Characteristics: 1997, Vol. II 250 710  

Consumer Expenditure, Common Property Resources, Sanitation & 
Hygiene, Services, NSS 54th Round

52 448 Household Consumer Expenditure and Employment Situation in India 150 610 
53 449 Drinking water, sanitation and hygiene in India 250 1140 
54 450 Travel and Use of Mass Media and Financial Services by Indian 

Households 
150 610 

55 451 Cultivation Practices in India 250 1370 
56 452 Common Property Resources 250 1370 

Choice of Reference Period for Consumption Data, 
NSS 51st, 52nd, 53rd & 54th Round 

57 447 Choice of Reference Period for Consumption Data 150 1700 
   Consumer Expenditure, NSS 55th Round 

(July’99 - June 2000) 
58 453   Household Consumer Expenditure in India (July – December 1999) 

- Key Results 
150 610 

59 454 Household Consumer Expenditure in India, 1999–2000 - Key Results 150 610 
60* 457 Level and Pattern of Consumer Expenditure in India, 1999 - 2000 250 1520 
61 461 Consumption of some important Commodities in India, 1999-2000 250 1370 
62 463 Sources of household income in India, 1999-2000 150 380 
63 464 Energy Used by Indian Households, 1999-2000 150 610 
64 466 Reported Adequacy of Food Intake in India, 1999 - 2000 150 610 
65 467 IRDP Assistance and Participation in Public Works: 1999-2000 150 610 
66 471 Nutritional Intake in India, 1999-2000 250 710 
67 472 Differences in the level of consumption among socio economic groups, 

1999-2000
250 480 

68 473 Literacy and Levels of Education in India, 1999 - 2000 250 610 
69 474 Sources of household consumption in India, 1999 - 2000 250 710 
   

   
* The hard copies are out of stock. However, soft copies are available.

   Continued
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List of NSS Reports available for sale (contd.)

Sl. Report  Title of the Report Price (in Rs.) 
No. No.  Hard 

Copy 
Floppy(s)/ 

CD(s)
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Employment & Unemployment, NSS 55th Round
(July’99 - June 2000) 

70 455 Employment and Unemployment in India, 1999-2000 - Key Results  150 610 
71 458 (Part-I) Employment and Unemployment Situation in India, 1999 - 2000  250 750 
72 458(Part-II) Employment and Unemployment Situation in India, 1999 - 2000  250 1370 
73 460 Non agricultural workers in Informal Sector based on        Employment 

and Unemployment Survey, 1999-2000 
150 610 

74 462 Employment and Unemployment situation in Cities and Towns of India, 
1999-2000

150 610 

75 465 Participation of Indian Women in Household work and other specified 
activities, 1999-2000 

150 610 

76 468 Employment and Unemployment among religious groups in India, 1999-
2000

150 610 

77 469 Employment and Unemployment among social groups in India,  
1999-2000

250 2950 

78 470 Migration in India, 1999-2000 250 1140 
Non-agricultural Enterprises in Informal Sector 1999-2000, NSS 

55th Round (July’99 - June 2000)
79* 456 Non-agricultural Enterprises in the Informal Sector in India,  

1999-2000 - Key Results 
150 610 

80 459 Informal Sector in India, 1999 - 2000 - Salient Features 250 1600 
Unorganised Manufacturing,  

NSS 56th Round (July 2000 - June 2001) 
81 477 Unorganised Manufacturing Sector in India 2000-2001 - Key Results 250 710 
82 478 Unorganised Manufacturing Sector in India 2000-2001 -Characteristics 

of Enterprises 
250 1370 

83 479 Unorganised Manufacturing Sector in India, 2000 – 2001: Employment, 
Assets and Borrowings 

250 1370 

84 480 Unorganised Manufacturing Sector in India, 2000 – 2001: Input, Output 
and Value added 

250 1370 

   Consumer Expenditure,
NSS 56th Round (July 2000 - June 2001) 

85 476 Household Consumer Expenditure and Employment - Unemployment 
Situation in India, 2000 - 2001 

150 1040 

Pilot Survey on Suitability of Reference Period for Measuring 
Household Consumption 

86 475 Results of a Pilot Survey on Suitability of Different Reference Periods 
for Measuring Household Consumption 

150 610 

   Unorganised Service Sector,
NSS 57th Round (July 2001 - June 2002) 

87 482 Unorganised Service Sector in India 2001 - 02 Salient Features 250 1925 
88 483 Unorganised Service Sector in India 2001 - 02 Characteristics of 

Enterprises
250 1370 

   Consumer Expenditure,
NSS 57th Round (July 2001 - June 2002) 

89 481 Household Consumer Expenditure and Employment - Unemployment 
Situation in India, 2001 - 2002 

250 2680 

Disability, 
NSS 58th Round (July 2002 - December 2002) 

90 485 Disabled Persons in India, July-December 2002 250 7080 
Consumer Expenditure,

NSS 58th Round (July 2002 - December 2002) 
91 484 Household Consumer Expenditure and Employment - Unemployment 

Situation in India, 2002 - 2003 
150 2380 

     
* The hard copies are out of stock. However, soft copies are available.

   Continued
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List of NSS Reports available for sale (contd.)
Sl. Report  Title of the Report Price (in Rs.) 
No. No.  Hard 

Copy 
Floppy(s)/ 

CD(s)
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Village facilities,  
NSS 58th Round (July 2002 - December 2002) 

92 487 Report on village facilities, July-December 2002 150 980 
Urban Slums, NSS 58th Round 
(July 2002 - December 2002)

93 486 Condition of Urban Slums, 2002: Salient Features 250 2080 
Housing Condition,

NSS 58th Round (July 2002 - December 2002)
94 488 Housing Condition in India, 2002: Housing stock and constructions 250 9280 
95 489 Housing Condition in India, 2002: Household Amenities and Other 

Characteristics
250 9220 

Consumer Expenditure,
NSS 59th Round (January - December 2003) 

96 490 Household Consumer Expenditure and Employment - Unemployment 
Situation in India 

150 1580 

Situation Assessment Survey of Farmers,
NSS 59th Round (January - December 2003) 

97 498 Indebtedness of Farmer Households 150 1380 
98 499 Access to Modern Technology for Farming, 2003 250 1680 
99 496 Some Aspects of Farming, 2003 250 2680 
100 495 Consumption Expenditure of Farmer Households, 2003 250 2140 
101 497 Income, Expenditure and Productive Assets of Farmer Households, 2003 250 3480 

Land  & livestock holdings and Debt & Investment,
NSS 59th Round (January - December 2003) 

102 491 Household Ownership Holdings in India, 2003 250 3680 
103 492 Some Aspects of Operational Land Holdings in India, 2002-03 250 5080 
104 493 Livestock Ownership Across Operational Land Holding Classes in India, 

2002-03
150 1580 

105 494 Seasonal Variation in the Operational Land Holdings in India, 2002-03 250 2080 
106 500 Household Assets and Liabilities in India as on 30.06.2002 250 4880 
107 501 Household Indebtedness in India as on 30.06.2002 250 6000 
108 502 Household Borrowings and Repayments in India during 1.7.2002 to 

30.6.2003
250 4750 

109 503 Household Assets Holdings, Indebtedness, Current Borrowings and 
Repayments of Social Groups in India as on 30.06.2002 

250 3880 

110 504 Household Capital Expenditure in India during 1.7.2002 to 30.6.2003 250 7280 
Employment & Unemployment,

NSS 60th Round (January - June 2004) 
111 506 Employment and Unemployment Situation in India, January - June 2004 250 3580 

Consumer Expenditure,
NSS 60th Round (January - June 2004) 

112 505 Household Consumer Expenditure in India, January - June 2004 150 2580 
Health, NSS 60th Round
(January - June 2004)

113 507 Morbidity, Health Care and the Condition of the Aged 250 4480 
Consumer Expenditure, NSS 61st Round

(July 2004 - June 2005) 
114 508 Level and Pattern of Consumer Expenditure, 2004-05 250 5080 
115 509 Vol. I Household Consumption of Various Goods and Services in India, 

2004-05   Vol. I 
250 4480 

116 509 Vol. II Household Consumption of Various Goods and Services in India, 
2004-05  Vol. II 

250 4080 

   

* The hard copies are out of stock. However, soft copies are available.
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List of NSS Reports available for sale 

Sl. Report  Title of the Report Price (in Rs.) 
No. No.  Hard 

Copy 
Floppy(s)/

CD(s)
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Consumer Expenditure, NSS 61st Round
(July 2004 - June 2005) 

117 510 Vol. I Public Distribution System and Other Sources of Household 
Consumption, 2004-05  Vol. I 

250 3880 

118 510 Vol. II Public Distribution System and Other Sources of Household 
Consumption, 2004-05  Vol. II 

250 3680 

119 511 Energy Sources of Indian Households for Cooking and Lighting, 2004-
05

250 2480 

120 512 Perceived Adequacy of Food Consumption in Indian Households 2004-
2005

150 1780 

121 513 Nutritional intake in India, 2004-2005 250 3680 
Employment & Unemployment, NSS 61st Round

(July 2004 - June 2005) 
122 515 (Part-I) Employment and Unemployment Situation in India, 2004-05 (Part-I) 250 4680 
123 515 (Part-II) Employment and Unemployment Situation in India, 2004-05 (Part-II) 250 4680 
124 516 Employment and Unemployment Situation Among Social Groups in 

India, 2004-05 
250 3680 

125 517 Status of Education and Vocational Training in India 2004-2005 250 2680 
126 518 Participation of Women in Specified Activities along with Domestic 

Duties 
150 1380 

127 519(Part-I) Informal Sector and Conditions of Employment in India, 2004-05(Part-I) 250 3880 
128 519(Part-II) Informal Sector and Conditions of Employment in India, 2004-05(Part-II) 250 4480 
129 520 Employment and Unemployment Situation in Cities and Towns in India, 

2004-2005
150 1570 

130 521 Employment and Unemployment Situation among Major Religious 
Groups in India, 2004-05 

250 2480 

* The hard copies are out of stock. However, soft copies are available.

Copies are available with the Deputy Director General, SDRD, NSSO, 164, Gopal Lal Tagore Road, 
Kolkata-700 108 on payment basis through Demand Draft drawn in favour of “Pay & Accounts Officer, 
Ministry of Statistics & P.I., Kolkata”. Postal Charges will be Rs. 85/- by Speed Post and Rs. 30/- by 
Regd. Parcel for single copy within India. 


